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By Rev. L. Daniel Johnson
President, SLMS
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Hillsdale, Mich.
Dear Friends in Christ,
It is a joy to come to you once again on behalf of our brothers
and sisters in Christ who serve the Lord in the Siberian Evangelical
Lutheran Church. While separated by earthly distance, we are
united in the one hope that is ours in Christ Jesus.
The end of the church year further reminds us of our Lord's
return and our unity in Him. Still, while we labor in the present we
are content, for the Holy Spirit strengthens us with His grace even though the miles
between us are many and the needs are great.
In this issue we are sharing stories from an area of Siberia known as Khakasia.
Continued on page 6

Spiritual life of a Siberian Christian
By Sayana Nemejikova
Translated by Olga Netaeva
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A special thank you to Redeemer
Lutheran Church - Marshalltown,
Iowa who financed the printing of
this newsletter.

I have been a Christian for only five years. This year, 2003, is a very special year for
me. This year I celebrated my 40th birthday and the fifth anniversary of my life in Christ.
For 35 years I lived without God, wandering in a desert of sin and being spiritually dead.
When I was not a Christian I was very afraid of death. I realized this especially when
my relatives died: my father, two of my older brothers, and my nephew. This shocked
me greatly and undermined my health.
I was dying physically and knew nothing about salvation and eternal life. But God
heard the prayers of my relatives. My niece
was a Lutheran, and she asked Pastor
Pavel Zayakin to visit me at the hospital
and help me. He came to my hospital
room, brought me a Bible, and told me
about Jesus. I took the Bible and read it
without stopping. In the Bible I found what I
needed the most in my life: hope. At the
request of Pastor Zayakin, Pastor Vsevolod
Lytkin came and held a service of anointing
with oil (I had been baptized as a child in
the Orthodox Church).
After this I came to life physically and
spiritually, but still had to have four
Sayana with Egor stand by an ancient
surgeries. The main thing is that I am alive
Shaman burial marker. Shamanism is
and can take care of my son and my
practiced by many Khakasians
mother.
Continued on page 3
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Congregation survives inspite of government persecution
By Andrei Ivolga and Valerie Milligan
The Lutheran church in Touim was founded in
1996 when Pavel Zayakin, then a 30-year-old
missionary, and his family moved to the community
from Novosibirsk.
Starting with Bible study groups and the
distribution of humanitarian aid, Zayakin was meeting
regularly with a group of eight to ten people. Later in
1996, the Lutheran Mission was officially registered by
the government.

Rev. Andrei Ivolga, a graduate of the Russian
Project at Concordia Theological Seminary,
conducts services at the Holy Transfiguration
Lutheran Church in Touim.
This, however, was the start of the young
congregation’s trials. The local Communist authorities
persecuted the congregation by taking members to
court, threatening parishioners through the KGB and
trying to recruit Zayakin to work for the KGB by
gathering information about American Lutheran guests
and donors. The case against the mission went all the
way to the Russian Supreme Court resulting in
international exposure. The Lutherans won the case
and the Touim congregation was allowed to register as
a Religious Mission. The last trial was in 1999 and the
mission was re-registered under the new Russian
religious laws. However, officials have taken more
subtle methods in an attempt to slow the mission’s
work.
Two pastors have served the congregation at
Touim, Zayakin from 1996 to 2000, and the Rev.
Andrei Ivolga from 2000 to the present. New missions
were developed in Abakan, Sayanogorsk and
Kuragino. A Lutheran community was also formed in
Upper Suetukk.
The Touim mission, now called Holy
Transfiguration Evangelical Lutheran Church, supports
missions in the nearby communities of Kirovo and
Vlasievo. The total baptized membership of these

three congregations is slightly more than 100 people.
Weekly services and Sunday school are held, as well
as daily vespers, Bible studies, individual confirmation
classes, corporate and individual absolution and
baptisms.
These activities take place against a backdrop of
economical, political, religious and psychological
challenges. Few people living in the Shira region hold
jobs. Most live on welfare or pensions of $20 to $30 a
month. Even those who have jobs earn roughly the
same amount. Some people attend church only to
receive a small amount of humanitarian aid, such as a
pound of bread or two pounds of vegetable oil.
Offerings average $1 to $2 a Sunday, while heating
costs can reach $50 to $100 a month during the
winter. Congregations face the choice of closing their
doors or asking their brothers and sisters for
assistance.
The extreme poverty leads to another
problem–theft. In June 2000, the church at Touim was
robbed four times. While cash and other items are
generally taken, the church has also had its power
wires and supply of communion bread stolen.
Political challenges are tied to religious ones. The
Russian government is trying to gather Russians
around a common ideology. Part of this is the notion
that, to be Russian, one must be Russian Orthodox. A
The government also requires ... a
2,000-ruble registration fee. This
would be impossible...to pay if it did
not have support from American
Lutherans.

Russian Lutheran is considered almost a betrayer.
Common people have gone against other Christians,
calling them “sectants”, sometimes beating or even
killing them. Many parishioners in Touim are afraid to
admit they are Lutherans.
The government also requires all churches to be
registered. The law was changed a year ago, now
requiring all organizations to re-register and pay a
2,000-ruble registration fee. This would be impossible
for the Touim congregation to pay if it did not have
support from American Lutherans. New tax laws
create difficulties for the Lutheran congregations. The
Shira administration has also caused schools and
orphanages to withdraw use of their facilities for
activities planned by the congregation. ?
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Sin’s burned bridge
continued from page 1
I was catechized by Pastor Zyakin and confirmed
by Pastor Lytkin in 1998. In the church I came to God,
acknowledging myself to be a sinner receiving the
absolution and know I am of no use to anyone but Him.
From childhood my parents “instilled” in me love for

the desert of sin, where I was for 35 years. I trust in
God and believe that He helped me to make the right
choice, which, I hope, will protect my son from the life
of sin that I lived. My bad health is the result of sin.
Jesus has brought me to the Church and helped me to
leave a world in which there is sin, vice, vanity, and
temptation.
God returned everything that the world took away
from me: my apartment, my life and income. Most of
all, He has given me my salvation, faith, patience, and
repentance. I also discovered that I have a talent for
writing poems. Through my poems I am telling people
about Jesus, what He did for them and what He is
doing for them now. I am glad that I have time to serve

God returned everything that the
world took away from me: my
apartment, my life and income.
Most of all, He has given me my
salvation, faith, patience, and
repentance.

Members come to the church for divine service .
God, making me learn by heart the Our Father, Psalm
91, and prayers of the Orthodox Church. They said that
we have to pray, but never explained why we needed
to do it. And we never asked. After graduating from
school I went to St. Petersburg, and of course the
“instilled” love for God disappeared immediately. I
forgot about God; I did not thank Him either for food or
for work. I did not thank Him for my only son (before
this I had an abortion). I just lived and enjoyed my life.
I remember moments when I thought about God
while I was living in St. Petersburg I asked Him for help
and He helped me, but I never thanked Him for that. I
think that only because of the prayers of my mother,
God preserved me from becoming an alcoholic or drug
addict. The secular world in which I lived gave me
nothing but sin and vice. That world broke apart my
family: it deprived my son of his father. There was no
future for me. That world robbed me of the ability to
work. Now I am an invalid on a pension.
St. Petersburg is a city of museums and beautiful
churches, but I never had time to stop into the church.
At that time I was “blind”, “deaf,” and spiritually “dead.”
Sometimes my friend and I visited the Orthodox
Church, though not to pray, but simply as if visiting a
museum. And for 35 years I didn’t see Christ! I saw
Him only when I had almost died.
I had to make the decision of my life: to follow
Christ or to remain in my sins. But I was not able to
make that decision on my own. Christ had to make it
for me. He chose me in Holy Baptism to belong to
Him. Jesus helps me to overcome my physical pain, to
bear the humiliation of unbelievers and the treachery of
some friends. He has burned the bridge that leads to

God. I can go to the church every Sunday, I can
receive the body and blood of Jesus. I can help my
pastor, Andrei Ivolga, and I can share my apartment
with foreign missionaries or anyone who comes here
from our other congregations.
Only now have I understood that now I have begun
to live. For 35 years I wasn’t alive; I took pleasure in
lust, adultery, and lies. I denied my Baptism I was dead
in my sin. But now I have faith, and I know that God
loves me. He washed away my sins. He found me, an
injured sheep, and brought me into His Church and
feeds me His holy food. I think that, had I listened to
my mother and trusted in God from the beginning, I
wouldn’t have become an invalid, and I would have
steadfastly borne all the sorrow that touched our family,
because I would have known that God gives me
patience and consolation.
Continued on page 6
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Touim congregation marks fifth
anniversary
by Olga Netaeva

A festival service was held at the Church of the
Transfiguration of Our Lord in Touim on Aug. 19,
celebrating the fifth anniversary of the consecration of the
building.
The celebration began with a procession, in which the
parishioners walked from the parsonage through the town's
main streets to the church. Everyone followed the crucifix
and an icon of the Transfiguration of Christ, while singing
the Te Deum. On the church steps, the Rev. Pavel
Zayakin, pastor of St. Luke Lutheran Church in Abakan,
gave a congratulatory speech.
Guests from Novosibirsk and Abakan came for the
celebration.

Parishoners process to the church building to
celebrate the Touim congregation’s fifth anniversary.
"Your congregation is the first remote parish of our
church," said Daria Lytkin, one of the guests from
Novosibirsk. "We look at you and (are) proud, because,
despite all difficulties and temptations from both the world
and the people who consider you sectarians--despite all
these you have remained faithful to the church. We
congratulate our dear brothers and sisters on this fifth
anniversary"
After the divine service--at which there weren't enough
seats for everyone--there was tea, conversation and a
bonfire.
Please pray for the parish in Touim. ?

SLMS financial report
By Elizabeth A. Meyer
SLMS Secretary/Treasurer
(e-mail: emSLMS@aol.com)
As we prepare to celebrate
the advent of our Lord, those of us
who support the Siberian
Evangelical Lutheran Church can
also rejoice that Advent will be
observed in distant Siberia by
pastors and congregations who
are very much our brothers and
sisters in faith. Since the beginning of my tenure as
Treasurer of the SLMS in January 2003, the SLMS
has received donations, often monthly, from 23
individuals and/or families from 10 different states and
from 25 different congregations from 9 different states.
We recognize, of course, that donations from
congregations may represent the gifts of dozens of
individuals. As of Nov. 29, 2003, our bank balance
was $26,701.70. We continue our regular monthly
disbursements. When the Board of Directors meets in
January, we will discuss the amount of emergency
reserves we want to maintain in the account and how
much should be disbursed throughout the year to
cover special or one-time requests from Siberia.
Thanks to the regular contributions of so many faithful
donors, we can begin to plan for a future in which the
number of pastors serving in Siberia will increase
according to the will and grace of God.
We have received the equivalent of a taxpayer
identification number from the Internal Revenue
Service, as distinct from the number issued by the
state of Indiana, so we will be filing a federal tax return
this year, which will be available upon request.
If you have any questions you would like to be
discussed at the Board meeting in January, please
forward them to me. In addition, I will be sending
Christmas Greetings to you soon. An enclosure will
ask your preference as to the way we will list donors
in the next newsletter. Please return the form that will
be enclosed as soon as possible. ?

Editors note: This article is reprinted from "Faith and Hope" - an
email newsletter of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church
(SELC). To be placed on their email list contact Olga Netaeva at:
hope@mail.nsk.ru

Parishioners following Vespers in Touim.
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The congregations and missions of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Touim, a workers’ settlement with many challenges
The community of Touim was
organized as a workers’ settlement,
taking advantage of the iron, copper
and other metal deposits. Located
in the Shira region of Khakassia, an
autonomous republic in
northeastern Russia, some of the
original inhabitants included young
technical specialists and prisoners
sent to work in the mine and metal
refinery. A workers’ settlement was
built to house them.
After several dozen years, the
mine flooded and collapsed. The
factory ceased production and was
eventually robbed of its equipment.
Most of the 8,000 people living in
Touim were left without work or
another place to go as the
settlement was their first and only
home. After 30 years of little or no
employment, the residents try to
survive growing potatoes and milking

Young boy following Vespers

cows. Many of them turn to alcohol.
Most Khakassians practice a form
of shamanism, the ancient religion of
the region. However, because the
region is considered part of Russia, the
Russian Orthodox Church feels all
residents should be members of that
communion and the Orthodox church
should have the monopoly on mission
work. There is an eparchial center in
the Khasassian capital of Abakan and a
Russian Orthodox temple in Shira.
Although there are several religious
groups (including Baptist, orthodox and
charismatic) in Touim, the city does not
have a church. Most meet in private
apartments.
The Lutheran mission in Khakassia
started in 1996, although some German
Lutheran groups of the Brethren
tradition previously existed. These later
merged with the Baptists. ?
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Congregation a light of hope
Continued from page 1
A small town in that area called Touim has been the center of work for the Lutheran church for a number of years.
Unemployment, isolation and spiritual poverty are rife. Yet, the grace of God is greater. What a joy it is to witness God's
power in calling his people together through Word and Sacrament and creating His church. And what a blessing for the
community of Touim, for the congregation shines like a bright light of hope for all.
The story of Touim is enlightening because it is but one example of what God is doing through His church in
Siberia. May God continue to guide and bless the work of His church in Siberia, and throughout the world. And in
particular, may He direct our steps so that we can effectively support the re-emerging Siberian Evangelical Lutheran
Church though our prayers, Christian love and financial support. ?

Sayana
Continued from page 3
Had it not been for the deaths of my relatives (which
strongly changed my life), I would still live in St.
Petersburg and would have remained in my sins. When I

doesn’t go to church. He has chosen the world of sin, as I
did in the past. But I believe that through my prayer God
will bring Egor to the church. I am not interested any
more in the life I lived before. I no longer see the glitter of
that life, but rather for me it has turned very gray, since I
found the door beyond whose threshold is life with God.
And this life is wonderful. I have seen another world,
created by God. I have seen all the beauty of creation.
Now I live quietly and modestly, my pension is not very
high, but I am very rich spiritually. God taught me not to
worry about tomorrow and I know that He shows care for
me and my son through other people and through the
Church. I have been a Christian for only five years. I
know what God wants His children to be, and I believe
He will help me to change my life for the better, because I
myself can do nothing. He opened my eyes and ears so
that I can see the cross, and also the Church, where He
gives me His Word, where He absolves my sin, and
where He feeds me His Holy Food. This is here I find His
peace, rest, and mercy. God has changed my life, and I
am very thankful to Him for this. I ask you to pray for
Pastor Ivolga and the people of Holy Transfiguration
Lutheran Church in Touim, Khakasia. ?

Revs. Andrei Ivolga and Vsevolod Lytkin serve the
Sacrament at the Touim Church. Sayana kneels at
the right.
think about this I am horrified. This is because my
relatives died not knowing God; they didn’t know about
salvation and eternal life. Their deaths were the blow that
woke me from “hibernation,” and this was my second
birth. I am not afraid of death anymore. And this is by the
merit of Christ, who is our comforter. He gave me a new
birth in Holy Baptism and strengthens me at the altar with
His Holy Supper. Every time I come to church, I pray for
my relatives who are alive, and I remember in my prayers
those who have died in hope of the resurrection.
Still, I am very ill and depend greatly on medicine.
And the single thing that hurts me is my son, Egor. He

Editor’s note: Articles and photogrqphs from this newsletter may be reprinted for publicity purposes. Please give credit to the author
and THE SIBERIAN LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY (SLMS). All donations may be sent to the SLMS c/o Mrs. Elizabeth Meyer,
Treasurer/Secretary 1298 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. Email: emSLMS@aol.com
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