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Dear Friends in Christ,
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Matthew
9: 37b-38
When we pray “Thy will be done” we confess that God’s will is
done and ask that His will may be done among us. How is that will
accomplished? Through the means that God supplies His people,
namely His Word and Sacraments. Through His own means God
establishes His church, gathering His own into congregations around the world. Of
particular interest to many of us has been God’s work in Russia and the growth of a
confessional native Russian church.
Many, in keeping with our Lord’s will, have been praying for laborers in the Russian
harvest field, especially for those ordained pastors who will carry the ministry of the
Gospel throughout Russia.
Continued on page 6

Christ-minded ministers serve Siberian Lutherans
By Rev. Andrei Ivolga

The newsletter for the Siberian
Lutheran Mission Society is
edited by Rev. Daniel S. Johnson,
and Miss Valerie Milligan
Redeemer Lutheran Church,
1600 S. Center St.,
Marshalltown, Iowa 50158
641/753-9565
(fax) 641/753-5516
danielsjohnson2@mchsi.com

A special thank you to Redeemer
Lutheran Church - Marshalltown,
Iowa who financed the printing of
this newsletter.

My parents are not believers. I became a
Christian in 1991 during my second year at
Novosibirsk State University. Almost from the
very beginning of my church life I was a
member of Bible Lutheran Church in
Novosibirk with Rev. Vsevolod Lytkin the
pastor.
After the first year of church membership I
began to actively participate in church life. It
did not begin right away. First, there were
Christian conferences like Campus Crusade
for Christ, International Fellowship of
Evangelical Students (IFES) and Scripture
Union (SU). The SU worked with children, and Rev. Ivolga with wife, Venera and
daughter Alyona
I used to assist Daria Lytkin and Monique
Kalkman at Sunday school classes in a Russian high school. IFES held prayer meetings
and student programs in my University, and CCC organized evangelization meetings and
week long conferences, which I loved to attend.
My active service began after I prepared a meditation on John 5:1-15 for an IFES
prayer meeting. It came out to be a quite thought-through thing. So, after the meeting
Pavel Khramov (who led the meetings that time) came to me and said that that from now on
I could replace him for the prayer meetings. He continued the main work, and I took the
prayer responsibility. He also taught me to play the guitar, and I gradually became a full
prayer meeting leader. Then, Pavel Butakov, my spiritual father (he was the first one to
Continued on page 3
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Siberian saints teach lessons
By Dr. Arthur A. Just
Returning to teach at the seminary in Novosibirsk,
Siberia, after a four-year absence, I was delighted to
see how much at home I felt in this land halfway
around the world. It snowed just before I arrived in
Novosibirsk from St. Petersburg, and the city looked
like a winter wonderland. March in Fort Wayne is an
ugly month of browns and the hint of green, but here
there is still much snow. I don’t remember which
Russian author noted that most Russians love the
snow because it covers up all the blemishes of a land
that experienced such tumultuous changes in the 20th
century. Being from New England, I have always
loved the birch trees in Siberia, and there is something
noble and grand about their strong, stately presence in
the snow. My last trip to Siberia was in November
1999, after three summer seminars in 1996, ’97, and
’98, and I must say that I prefer being here in the
winter, although I’m not sure that I would want to spend
December through February here.
But I did not feel at home here because of the

Dr. Arthur Just teaches students at CTS
weather or the snow or the birch trees. It was because
I was among friends, fellow saints in the body of Christ,
confessing Lutherans who believe what I believe, who
have been shaped and formed by the same Lord who
formed me into one of his very own. How delightful to
see Pastor Vsevolod Lytkin and Rector Alexei Streltsov
again, and my dear friend and translator Olga
Sukhinina, as well as many others whom I have had
the privilege to teach, but also the privilege to learn
from as they related their struggle to maintain a unique

Lutheran identity in this
non-Lutheran land. Such
faith and hope among
these saints as they told
their stories of coming to
confess the Lutheran faith
in the face of persecution
from pagans and
communists and, in some
cases, from Christians who did not believe what they
believed.
From then on, we were on a
theological whirlwind that
would change the way we
thought about theology and
how we taught.

I was fortunate in this trip not only to teach Luke’s
Gospel to new students I had never met before, but
also to greet former students who had come from all
over Russia to attend the first symposium of the
seminary. Pastors and former students gathered at
the seminary to reflect on numerous topics concerning
the mission of the church. And for me it was a reunion
of sorts, seeing students I taught Luke to in November
1999 coming from their parishes where they now serve
as deacons or pastors, where they preach Christ
crucified, and place in the mouths of their members the
very body and blood of Jesus. The Spirit of Christ is
working here in Siberia and throughout the former
Soviet Union in miraculous ways, beyond our ability to
fully comprehend, and beyond our wildest
imaginations.
Little did we realize when we first came here in the
summer of 1996 that almost eight years later Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk would be the
most significant confessional presence in all of Russia.
But we did know that we were part of something
special.
The first summer seminar on the lake in
Novosibirsk was an experience we will never forget.
To be honest, we didn’t know what we were doing; we
had little experience in missions, but we had a passion
for the Gospel and a belief that theological education
was the way to help those who had invited us to begin
a confessional Lutheran seminary in Siberia. As long
as I live, I will never forget Dr. William Weinrich’s first
lecture on the ecumenical creeds of the church (this
was at their request).
Continued on page 5
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Pastor shares joys, sorrows
continued from page 1
invite me to Rev. Lytkin's church and to care for me the
first time I was there) came up to me and asked that I
give a sermon. I hesitated, but finally agreed. My first
sermon was on the penitential Psalm 32. After that, I
preached quite often in my church and in my friends'
Baptist congregations.
During a CCC conference in Moscow, an old
woman came up to me after dinner and shared her
depression. I shared Jesus just the way CCC
conference taught, and we prayed together, and she
“invited Jesus into her heart.” Then she was calmed,
she even smiled at me and thanked me. I cannot
forget that feeling of victory I felt! I kept it deep inside,

Pr. Ivolga resting with his daughter
and it was something warm and calm and I just felt
things around me, it was very special. Well, it wasn't
serious, it was just nice feelings. But since then I
decided to give my life to helping people. And so I did.
From then on my day was filled with meaning to me
when I could help somebody in a psychological or a
spiritual need, with counsel or just listening.
On May 15, 1993, another serious event
happened. That time I was a third year student. I
upgraded my bed with a nice self-made nightlight. Later
the wires were destroyed and touched the bed (it was
made of iron). One night, while tiding my room, I
happened to touch the bed with one hand and a
grounded heating pipe with another. In the next second
things around me became very bright, and all my body
began shaking. Usually when you touch wires with
your hands, you cannot release them because the
muscles are convulsed with electricity. Another person
is needed who would take you off the wires. I do not
know how long it lasted – maybe 5 seconds, maybe 15.
Suddenly something happened – my hands let go and I
made two steps back. Later I thought much about it. I
remembered it again and again. And every time I
remembered Luther and that thunderstorm and his

prayer to St. Anne, when he promised to become a
priest. And I felt myself in a state when such prayer
would be a truly good and right thing to do. That may
be the time when I finally decided to spend my life for
ministry, though I did not think yet when I would start
my way to the ministry.

...a woman knocked at my door. She
was drunk, half-naked, without
one shoe and without a hat... That
woman started to complain about
her life. It is 10:15 p.m. My daughter
cries – she wants to sleep. The
woman cries. she needs help. The
work on this article is stopped. the
living person is more important.

In 1995, after graduation, I joined a young
perspective company in Kamchatka and took a job as
of a programmer, cashier and accounting engineer.
After one year of work Rev. Vsevolod asked me to
enter Concordia Theological Seminary at Fort Wayne,
Ind. I thought for several months and then decided to
give up that company for the sake of a spiritual career.
I entered CTS in December 1996. CTS life was a
very special period when I studied a solid theology and
an organized liturgical way of living. Many things
happened at that time. My first plans to marry, later
lost; first theological students as my friends. Not all
students liked Russians, but some were very good
friends to me. I remember people taking us to their
continued on page 6

Touim Children’s Choir
The SELC has need of laptop computers for her
pastors. To donate, contact the SLMS newsletter
editor: danielsjohnson2@mchsi.com.
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LTS, SELC symposia focuses on
mission
by Olga Netaeva
Peace to you, Brothers and Sisters,
A symposium with the theme “Theology of Missions”
took place in Novosibirsk on March 3 and 4, organized by
Lutheran Theological Seminary and SELC. The two-day
symposium was devoted to the Lutheran doctrine and
practice of missionary service.
“The church, which is called to bring lost souls to
Christ, can’t do without mission,” said Rev. Alexey
Streltsov, rector of Lutheran Theological Seminary in
Novosibirsk. “At the same time mission has to be built upon
the church’s doctrine. Therefore we invited not only
seminary professors, but also priests of SELC and other
Lutheran churches to give lectures at the symposium.”
There were about 40 participants at the symposium,
from churches of SELC, ELKRAS, ELCI, LC in
Kazakhstan, LCMS, and ELC of Georgia.
“This symposium was a good opportunity to learn more
about the ministry of the Lutheran church, to learn how
other Lutheran churches work,” said one of the
participants, a member of the church in Chelyabinsk. “We
can see that the church conducts missionary work and
already has done a lot for this. Therefore it is nice to find
out what else we can do to help our church in this work.”
“The theology of missions is as much a problem for
parishes with a long history as it is for churches that were
founded recently,” said a participant from the young
Lutheran church in Georgia. “For me this is a necessary
experience, and I’ll gladly share it with my brothers and
sisters in Georgia.”
Faith and Hope ?

Participants at the Lutheran Theological
Seminary (LTS) Symposium in March
Editors’ note: This article is reprinted from "Faith and Hope" - an
email newsletter of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church
(SELC). To be placed on their email list contact Olga Netaeva at:
children@mail.nsk.ru

SLMS financial report
By Elizabeth A. Meyer
SLMS Secretary/Treasurer
A financial report for the year
2003 was presented to The
Siberian Lutheran
Mission Society (SLMS)
Board of Directors at its annual
meeting in January. Our faithful
donors and a number of generous
fourth quarter gifts resulted in a
year-end balance of $34,351.78.
One central question we took up
at the board meeting was how best to distribute these
funds to the congregations and missions we support
in Siberia.
When Revs. Vesvolod Lytkin and Alexei Streltsov
presented their financial report for 2003, it was clear
that there had been a lack of communication. SELC
ended the calendar year with a deficit of $36.366.91.
The breakdown of expenses, by location, includes
pastoral support, rental expenses (for living quarters
as well as for rental of space for worship),
transportation costs, supplies, special events (such
as children’s camps) and capital expenses. As
treasurer, I take some responsibility, as I was
unaware that many ongoing expenses of SELC were
not being met. And, our Russian brothers have also
been somewhat hesitant to ask for specific help. We
will manage these matters better in 2004. At the
moment we are working to establish a reasonable
monthly figure that will support the congregations and
missions in Siberia adequately. As the Board of
Directors assessed to total picture, we recognize that
our goal will be to raise in the neighborhood of
$90,000 for 2004.
Initially, we would like to retire as much of the
existing debt as possible. $10,000 has been
forwarded to Sibera to date to retire last year’s debt
and an additional $10,000 has been pledged toward
debt retirement. In addition to the monthly support
provided last year, we presented Revs. Lytkin and
Streltsov with five used laptop computers which are
essential tools for communication in the remote areas
of Siberia. At the beginning of 2004, designated gifts
in the amount of $5,200 were donated for the
purchase of those computers. Throughout the year,
members of the Board of Directors will be working to
publicize the existence of The Siberian
Lutheran Mission Society (SLMS) to build
the base of support for this evangelical and
confessional Lutheran ministry. We have received a
commitment of $8,000 annually for the next three
years from the Northeastern Circuit of the Rocky
Mountain District of the LCMS in Colorado.
Continued on page 5
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Notes from Siberia
continued from page 2
We had debated at what level we should aim our
lectures, and decided that an adult Bible study would be our
target. After the first hour, Dr. Weinrich asked for questions.
The response to his lecture and the level of questions
indicated that we needed to raise our sights and lecture as if
we were at the seminary, and maybe at an even higher
level. I remember one question in particular. A participant
asked Dr. Weinrich what is the difference between the
Baptists of today and the Manicheans. Dr. Weinrich looked
at me and said, “I have never had as insightful a question
as that in all my years of teaching at Fort Wayne.” From
then on, we were on a theological whirlwind that would
change the way we thought about theology and how we
taught.
During these heady days, we often described what
happened in Siberia as our Macedonian call. Out of
nowhere we were invited to help begin what has now
become a remarkable adventure for all involved. In
returning to this great place after four years, I have reflected
on how much this experience has changed me, and how
much I have learned from my brothers and sisters in Christ
in this faraway land. One hundred years from now, when
they write the history of our seminary, it would not surprise
me if the most significant contribution we will have made to
Lutheranism in our history was our involvement with
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk, Siberia.
Who knows? By then there may be as many Lutherans in
Russia as there are in the United States. And who knows?
By then they may be sending missionaries to Fort Wayne to
teach us what it means to be Lutheran. ?

Treasurer continued from page 4
We are extremely grateful as such pledges help
during the entire planning process for the coming year.
We ask donors to mention the SLMS to friends in other
parishes who might have an interest in this undertaking.
You will find below a financial report for 2003, as well as a
report for the first two months of 2004. I have also
included a list of donors by individual name and by
congregation. If you would like more detailed information,
please contact me directly.
The number of faithful is increasing in Siberia.
Pastors and laypeople are serving with great dedication
and the SLMS has played a critical role in supporting
those efforts. Please continue to remember our brothers
and sisters in Siberia in your prayers. ?
Contributions
Q4 2002
1,375.00
Q1 2003
10,991.57
Q2 2003
10,610.38
Q3 2003
6,340.36
Q4 2003
17,997.47
Subtotal
47,314.78

Financial Report 2004
(through Feb. 29)

Disbursements
Lytkin
7,200.00
Panchu
3,300.00
Misc.Missions
Touim
1,000.00
Chita
400.00
Marx
500.00
Saratov
500.00
Misc. Expense
63.00
Subtotal
12,963.00
Ending Bal. $34,351.78

Contributions
General Fund
Miss. support 17,753.80
Special Designations
Computers
5,200.00
Panchu
1,150.00
Touim/Ivolga 1,180.00
Subtotal
25,284.20
Disbursements
General Fund
Miss. Support 11,800.00
Special Designations
Computers
5,022.65
Panchu
700.00
Touim/Ivolga 1,700.00
Subtotal
19,222.65

Apartment floods, receives aid

Children in Buryatia receive food

Humanitarian aid – The SLMS is teaming up with
Redeemer Lutheran Church - Marshalltown, IA and LCMS
World Relief/Human Care to bring food and vitamins to the
children in the Church in Buryatia and surrounding area.
Unemployment in this area is very high. “Drunkeness and
drug abuse is rampant and many parents sell their children’s
clothing to feed their own vodka addiction.” says Rev.
Vsevolod Lytkin. ?

In February 2004, Rev. Andrei Ivolga of Touim
woke in the early hours of the morning to find water
flooding his apartment. The neighbors above his flat
had removed their water pipes to sell, in order to buy
vodka. Significant flooding in Rev. Ivolga’s apartment
resulted in great damage to books, clothing, furniture
and flooring. LCMS World Relief/Human Care, SLMS,
and St. John Lutheran Church – Wheaton, IL have
joined to supply aid in remodeling the flat, purchasing
new clothing, and replacing the destroyed books from
Pastor Ivolga’s library.
“By partnering with St. John and the SLMS, we
know we are helping to enable much more than
needed repairs to Pastor Ivolga’s apartment,” said
LCMS World Relief and Human Care’s Rev. Paul
Kienker, who helped expedite the emergency funding
to Touim. “These funds are enabling the Gospel to go
forward.” ?
LCMS World Relief and Human Care reaches out in the name of
Christ to those in need. SLMS supporters who want to learn
about matching gift opportunities are invited to contact Rev.
Kienker at pdk7784@hotmail.com or 1-800-248-1930, Ext. 1376.
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Assistance spreads Word in Russia
continued from page 1
Those prayers are being answered through the faithful labors of His people who support the church in preparing men for
the office of the ministry. And, thanks be to God, more laborers will soon be serving full-time.
The opportunities for us to serve our Lord by serving His church continues through the SLMS. The new pastors will
need to be housed and their new ministry areas supplied. Training, supervision, and oversight will continue to be
important. And sustaining what has already been given to the Lord’s service remains a priority.
These are all reasons to rejoice. For the Lord who has commanded us to go into all nations, also continues to
supply what He commands. Thank you for your prayers, financial support and personal participation in this vital ministry
for our Russian brothers and sisters in Christ. All promotional support for the SLMS (newsletters, phone calls,
promotional materials, displays, etc.) are donated so that the full amount you give to mission work is passed along to the
mission field. Special thanks to the personal support of board members, supporting congregations and other individuals
for this important service to our work. And, in that light, you are also encouraged to help pass the word along by sharing
newsletters and visiting with others whom you feel would support work in this mission field.
May the Lord of the harvest continue to grant you peace. ?

Ivolga
Continued from page 3
homes for Christmas. I still have some correspondence with them. I
remember Kantorei and concert trips. It was just the time when problems
with my voice began, and I hurried to use the time before it was too late.
In May 1999 I graduated and first worked in Novosibirsk, then in
Tomsk and since February 2000 in Khakassia. In December 1997 I was
ordained into the holy ministry as a deacon and in September 2001 as a
pastor. Since then it was not just a personal Christian church activity, but a
ministry with its joys and sorrows.
Right now, while I wrote the previous paragraph, a woman knocked at
my door. She was drunk, half-naked, without one shoe and without a hat. I
was home alone with my daughter; my wife was at a Bible school session.
That woman started to complain about her life. It is 10:15 p.m. My
daughter cries – she wants to sleep. The woman cries – she needs help.
The work on this article is stopped – the living person is more important.
This is only one snapshot of a small village pastor’s life.
The ministry to people in a small Russian village is of the same kind.
The main problems are lack of money, insecurity, alcohol, thefts, fights. It
is very hard to balance, not to fall to the same level of despair as the local
people (drunkenness, spiritual emptiness, carelessness, etc.) and on the
other hand not to stay an egg-headed theologically proud, distant, smarter
person who never understands people nor likes them. Now in our Siberian

Pastors in highway accident..
Rev. Pavel Zayakin and Rev. Igor Kizyaev were involved in a
highway accident in Buryatia on March 11. Zayakin writes, “The
truck with a driver who was drunk crashed our minibus. We had a
‘lucky escape’: I just damaged my right hand, Rev. Kizyaev
damaged his foot. There was also our layman from Ulan-Ude who
traveled with us -- he was in better condition.” ?

A young lady receives Holy Baptism
church we have several priests, but even more
congregations have no pastors. And we need
them – educated and Christ-minded ministers
and servants – to join us, the old workers, with
a new strength, a new heart, a new love, a new
message of Christ and His teaching. ?

Editor’s note: Articles and photogrqphs from this newsletter may be reprinted for publicity purposes. Please give credit to the author and
THE SIBERIAN LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY (SLMS). All donations may be sent to the SLMS c/o Mrs. Elizabeth Meyer,
Treasurer/Secretary 1298 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. Email: emSLMS@aol.com
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