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The Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) continues to grow and be a place where
the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the Holy Sacraments provided for sinners
seeking forgiveness and healing of body and soul. In the newsletters of the Siberian
Lutheran Mission Society (SLMS) the members of the SELC reveal their faith
and hopes. They may speak a different language but they are all baptized in the name of
the same LORD and eat and drink the same Jesus. These are a people who know the
mission of the Church – a mission which begins and finds its conclusion in the Word and
Sacraments properly administered. We invite you to read this newsletter with a prayer of
divine grace for our Lutheran brothers and sisters in Siberia. Their challenges in a land of
pagan Buddhism, Shamanism, and Atheism is great. Your prayers and continuing support
is appreciated. (Back issues of SLMS newsletters are available upon request.) ?

A common Sunday: “How much more shall we be
saved through His life…”
by Sergei Glushkov
Second Sunday in Lent, March 7,
2004
It is the beginning of spring. The
days are becoming longer and nights
shorter. And this means that it is a little
easier to get up in the morning. This is
especially important on Sunday morning
because there are a lot of things that
need to be done during this time.
Six o’clock in the morning: Put the
finishing touches on the sermon;
prepare the worship handout for
parishioners; prepare materials for
Catechism studies. At 7:30 the whole
family gets up: my wife Tatyana, son Fedor and daughter Anna. Breakfast. Good mood.
That means that the children will behave well on the way to church. It is seven and a half
miles from our home to church. It will take about an hour by public transportation, but if we
go with our deacon, Alexei, it only takes thirty minutes.
The Divine Service at St. Peter and Paul’s Lutheran Church begins at 11:00 in the
morning. We come at 10:00. We prepare the worship hall for the service. It is the Second
Sunday in Lent. We bring purple paraments. In our mission it is necessary to bring the
altar and crucifix every Sunday from the vestry to the sanctuary. This is symbolic: moving
the altar and crucifix reminds us that the church is always in mission. We hope we will
remember this when we have our own building, when the crucifix is in its permanent place
and when the church has an altar that does not need to be moved. At 10:15 our organist
has come and we talk about the details of the music for the service today. At the same
time a few people are waiting for the Catechism class. During the class, our deacon,
Alexey Trapeznikov, writes down needs for the prayers of the church.
The service begins. According to the church calendar, the topic of today’s reading for
the Second in Lent is God’s vineyard; the evil wine-grower and Christ, the Son of God,
the corner stone of our salvation. The sermon is also about this. Parishioners usually do
not go home right after the service; we have time for tea and informal conversation. If
someone has a need, he talks to a pastor and asks for private
Continued on page 6
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SLMS financial report
by Elizabeth Meyer
Secretary/Treasurer
The Siberian Lutheran Mission
Society (SLMS) has been truly blessed during the
first half of 2004. We have been able to fulfill many of
our goals. The debt of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran
Church (SELC) for 2003 has been retired. ($15,000 was
allocated directly by the SLMS to offset that debt.) In
addition, a special contribution of $10,000 was
designated for debt retirement, and that gift was matched
by $10,000 from LCMS World Relief and Human Care,
which will try to partner with us on special projects in
Siberia in which it has an interest.
I will report only figures through June 30, 2004 when
I prepared a financial report for tax purposes. The SLMS
was also extraordinarily blessed by several large gifts
that made ongoing efforts feasible. We received three
gifts of $10,000. Additionally, one donor sent $10,000 for
debt reduction to LCMS World Relief and Human Care,
which matched the gift with an additional $10,000. The
Northeastern Circuit of the Rocky Mountain District of the
Lutheran Layman’s League contributed $4,000 for the
parish in Tomsk.
The SLMS lost a friend and supporter when the Rev.
Grant C. J. Quill died suddenly in June. Many friends
have made memorial gifts to honor his ministry and life of
service. Those funds were designated as a special gift
to purchase silver liturgical crosses for the newly
ordained SELC pastors. It is a comfort to know that
Pastor Quill is at home with Our Lord and that he will be
remembered as far away as Siberia.
I thank, on behalf of the board of
directors, those individuals and
congregations who make regular
monthly or quarterly donations
to the SLMS

I acknowledge two individuals who are of great help
to me. My husband, Ted, is a financial officer at a local
company and he is always ready, willing and able when I
have questions or need help. Kent Burrow, CPA, JD
CFP, (Indianapolis, IN) has very generously volunteered
his time to prepare annual tax returns for the SLMS and I
am truly grateful for his kindness in doing so.
I should also acknowledge congregations who have
been of great help to the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran
Church (SELC). Over a number of years, St. John in
Wheaton, IL. has provided financial assistance which has
kept the SELC going even before the SLMS was officially
established. I hope to write an article on St. John at a
later date. This year, Redeemer in Naperville,IL provided
support for the Summer Youth Ministry Camps in
Abakhan in the amount of $7,000 (which is not included

in the figures through June
30th). Two years ago,
Advent Lutheran in
Zionsville, IN provided
$7,000 for the purchase of a
used van. All these major
gifts have helped implement
the ongoing fundraising
efforts of the SLMS.
You may be interested
to know that Ted and I flew
to Colorado in July and met
SELC pastors Pavel
Khramov and Daniel
Burlakov. We visited
individuals and congregations that have been very
supportive of the SLMS ministry. It was a wonderful
weekend, we appreciated all the hospitality of the good
folks who took the time to meet with us in Denver,
Greeley, Holyoke and Julesburg. We had a chance to
hear both pastors give presentations at Bible Classes
about the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church and also
to preach sermons. They not only preached in a
language foreign to them, (English), but the
congregations were able to hear sermons which were
doctrinally sound and effectively delivered. This was a
real testimony to the quality of pastoral care our Siberian
brothers and sisters are receiving in Siberia. These men
are both truly dedicated servants of our Lord.
In the future, we will need to continue our efforts. In
August, the stipends three deacons and a pastor have
been receiving from another source will end. That will
increase our monthly budget. Currently the SLMS sends
$7,500 a month to support all ministries and parishes in
Siberia, although the distributions vary within that area. I
believe we will need to increase that amount by at least
$1,000 a month beginning in August. Therefore, I am
delighted that my husband and I will be attending a
conference in Wittenberg, Germany at the end of August.
Several leading theologians of Lutheran churches in
Europe will be there, as will Rev. Lytkin and Rev.
Streltsov. We will have a chance to talk at length about
financial matters and their concerns and priorities. You
should know that when I talk with them, they always
express their sincere appreciation for our support of them
and confidence in them.
I thank, on behalf of the board of directors, those
individuals and congregations who make regular monthly
or quarterly donations to the SLMS. This is the financial
foundation on which we build our program. It is great for
me to know so many of you are there. I’ve listed
financial figures as of June 30, 2004 below. ?
See Financial report on page 6
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Lutheran Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk:
Past, Present, and Future
By Alexei Streltsov
Lutheran Theological Seminary (LTS) in Novosibirsk
has a short but exciting history. It is known today among
many faithful Lutherans as a strong confessional
Lutheran center in Siberia.
It is perhaps too early to fully assess an impact of
this seminary on the resurgence of confessional
Lutheranism in Russia, but everything indicates that this
impact will be significant. This year a very significant
event happened in the seminary life – the first
graduation. Five men left the seminary walls this year to
begin their life-long experience of serving to the people
of God in the church. All of them went to different
locations in Siberia – Rev. Alexandr Hahn serves in
Tomsk, Rev. Igor Kizyeav in Chita, Rev. Vladislav Ivanov
in Omsk, Alexei Vinogradov is assigned to the parish in
Angarsk, and Evgeny Kostenko will be helping in
Novosibirsk.
Historically the seminary developed out of
relationships between Siberian Lutherans and their
brothers and sisters in USA, in particular in The Lutheran
Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS). Fiscal support came
from an independent foundation, and theological training
from Concordia Theological Seminary (CTS), in Fort
Wayne, IN. Dr. Timothy Quill, the former director at the
Russian Project at CTS and now the Dean of the
International Students, was instrumental in the whole
process. The first seminary building was dedicated in
July of 1997, and the first class was enrolled in the fall of
the same year. Of that first class, two people serve now
in the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) and
one works as a director of the local Lutheran Heritage
Foundation (LHF) branch in Novosibirsk and a translator
at the seminary.
It is perhaps too early to fully
assess an impact of this seminary
on the resurgence of
confessional Lutheranism in
Russia, but everything indicates
that this impact will be
significant

From the very beginning an emphasis on sound
Lutheran doctrinal training has led to a high level of
instruction. It begins with the study of the Biblical
languages to a thorough presentation of the Lutheran
doctrine within the seminary classroom. A number of
LCMS seminary professors and parish pastors: Dr.
William Weinrich, Dr. Arthur Just, Dr. Ronald Feuerhahn,
Dr. Kenneth Korby, among others, have come to
Novosibirsk and shared their learning and life with
Siberian Lutherans. It is impossible to list everybody

Rev. Alexei Streltsov, Rector at Lutheran
Theological Seminary - Novosibirsk, teaches at
the summer seminars
who have taught over the years, but a special mention
must be made of Dr. Horace Hummel. As a Concordia
Seminary professor he regularly comes to Novosibirsk to
teach 10-week classes. He has found his second home
in Siberia where he once again has a chance to step into
an academic classroom setting.
An extraordinary blessing for the seminary came in
the person of Rev. Alan Ludwig. He originally came to
teach a 10-week course in the 1997-98 academic year.
The seminarians greatly appreciated his expertise and
adaptability to the Russian culture. As a result, Professor
Ludwig has spent the last 6 years in Novosibirsk along
with his wife Patricia. His service rendered to the
seminary in the areas of teaching, pastoral guidance,
and training of the laity at various theological seminars
has been tremendously helpful to the seminary and the
SELC.
Significance of the seminary was not limited to its
being an educational center. In some way the seminary
has played a key role in the formation of the Siberian
Evangelical Lutheran Church. The seminary was
organized when the Lutherans in Siberia realized the
value of serious theological training, and the mere fact of
having its own seminary served as one of the influential
factors.
Besides offering a regular pastoral training
curriculum, the seminary provides for a “Biblical School”
program where lay men and women may increase their
theological knowledge to assist their work in the church.
Continue on page 6
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Holly Nelson (right), a
professional photographer,
and her husband, Marcus,
traveled to Siberia for the
Summer Seminars. This is a
sample of what her camera
saw. (Please note, the photos on
pages 3-5 are copyrighted. Please
contact Holly Nelson for permission to
duplicate. The SLMS thanks Holly for
her contribution to this newsletter.)

The siberian lutheran mission society, vol. 3.2, September 2004, page 4

The siberian lutheran mission society, vol. 3.2, September 2004, page 5

The day of a Pastor
Continued from page 1
confession. This time we discussed some topics: the past symposium in Novosibirsk, the women’s society that was opened
recently and also discussed the election for the president in Russia that will be held next Sunday. In fact, our rented room,
used for Sunday services, will be used for the election center next Sunday. This means that we will be forced to have our
service in our small clergy room (vestry).
At about 1:30 we go for dinner. Usually we have about one hour for dinner on Sundays. We also need to get some
things for the trip to Reftinski where, at 6:00, we will conduct the Divine Service. To get to Reftinsky in time we have to
leave Ekaterinburg at 3:00. It is about 100 miles from Ekaterinburg to Reftenski.
We arrive in Reftenski at about 5:00. One of our parishioners has been waiting for us. It turns out that her mother is in
the hospital with heart problems. I quickly get everything for Holy Communion and we go to the hospital. We have time
before the service should start. Paul’s words comes to my mind for some reason “...How much more shall we be saved
through His life.” The service was very brief, but we had readings and I gave a brief sermon. Then a short prayer, Holy
Communion and Benediction. It takes ten minutes to walk from hospital to the church. We have come in time for the
Service. After the Liturgy there is a traditional tea gathering and study of the Catechism. While we have tea we also discuss
summer seminars and common problems. We talk about a rented place for the church gatherings in Reftinski and about
other things.
At 8:00 that evening, we are on our way back. It is dark and snowing. We hope to reach home at around 10:00. When I
get home I will need to make plans for the next week, to write email, and talk with my wife at supper. By that time the
children will be in bed and I will retire at midnight (at best). This is normal.
It is very windy today. The weather is changing. The winter is changing into spring. The day changes to night. But our
services in Ekaterinburg and Reftinski have been at the same time for several years without changes. God gathers His
people around Word and Sacrament, around the altar at church. Before I go to bed I remember today’s reading of the
Apostle Paul: Romans 5:
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ... ?

Seminary
Continued from page 3
After completing the two year program male students may
then apply for entrance into the seminary.
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk strives
to provide educational opportunities for both Lutheran
clergy and laity. Theological Seminars are held
throughout the year. Beginning in 2004 the seminary
conducted its first a theological Symposium, which it
hopes will become an annual event drawing confessional
Lutheran pastors and laymen from many areas. The topic
“Theology of Mission” was chosen for the first LTS
Symposium. That was not a random choice. The need for
missions in today’s world is as great as ever. LTS views
itself as an institution with a true missionary significance
for the church of Christ. It is through pastoral training
which focuses on the ministry of the Word and

Sacraments as the end result where the true mission of
the church is realized.
Now the seminary is at a point in its history where it is
finally possible to look back and see the additional fruits
of its efforts. This year, LTS expects to receive 11 new
students who will come not only from SELC parishes in
Siberia but also from such far away countries as the
Ukraine, Moldova, and the Georgian Republic. In this
way, SELC is able to help other Lutheran church bodies
which do not have their own seminaries.
Some people decided to come to the seminary after
spending time with LTS graduates. One seminarian put it
this way: “I talked to your deacon... and I saw him as a
perfect example of a mature Lutheran minister. I want to
serve in the church -- and if I can be like him once I
graduate, this is worth all the struggle.” These were
indeed very soothing words to hear. It means the
seminary in Novosibirsk does exist for a purpose. ?

SLMS Financial Report
Contributions (Jan. 1 - June 30)
Quarter 1
36,032.20
Quarter 2
67,886.30
Quarter 3
-----Quarter 4
-----Subtotal
103,918.50

Disbursements
General Funds (Lytkin)
71,708.00
Saratov Ministry (Panchu) 2,800.00
Misc. Missions
Touim
4,918.40
Computers
5,178.28

Tomsk
Quill Memorial
Misc. Expense

4,000.00
1,150.00
50.89

ENDING BALANCE

8,464.71

Editor’s note: Articles and photogrqphs from this newsletter may be reprinted for publicity purposes. Please give credit to the author and
THE SIBERIAN LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY (SLMS). All donations may be sent to the SLMS c/o Mrs. Elizabeth Meyer,
Treasurer/Secretary 1298 University Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. Email: emSLMS@aol.com
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