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Editor’s note: This is part 1 of a two-part article. Part 2 will
appear in the next issue in May 2006.

I was born in a family of ordinary workers. My
mother and father worked as builders. I was born on
the 8th of October, 1966, in the city of Chita. In 1984 I
graduated from school, and enrolled in a driver’s
course as I was preparing to serve in the army. In
1985 I was drafted to serve in the training department
of the Russian Special Forces. There I was assigned
to a sergeant squadron. I wrote a petition asking to be transferred to Afghanistan, so after
a half a year at the training department I was sent to the war. In Afghanistan I was
wounded, shell-shocked and was awarded with the “For Valour” war medal along and with
a personal letter of thanks from Mikhail Gorbachev. I returned home in 1987 and married
a girl who had been waiting for me. We have been together almost 20 years. My wife's
name is Yekaterina and she has given me two wonderful daughters, Victoria and
Alexandra.
After serving in the army I received a job that I had trained for – I became a truck
driver. Regretfully the war had a deep negative impact on me. I found it difficult to forget
about it. My psychological state was awful. As a result I started to Continued on page 5

Alla Shvetsova–Teaching the
church’s children
By Valerie Kister
For Alla Shvetsova, one thing is clear–“If we don’t teach
our children, our church won’t have a future.”
The 31-year-old native of Novosibirsk enrolled in the
deaconess program at Concordia Theological Seminary in
Fort Wayne, Ind., because, as she said in her enrollment
biographical information, “I realize my knowledge of theology
is not sufficient and I have a strong desire to improve it to
continue working with children at the church.” After
completing the three-year program (which, in Alla’s case, will
include a one-year internship in Siberia), she hopes to
organize a Lutheran kindergarten in Novosibirsk, which
currently does not have a Lutheran school.
As is the case with the other Siberian Lutherans, Alla was
raised under the atheistic Soviet regime. And, as with many Russian Christians, her
mother brought her to the church after becoming a Christian later in life herself. “She
held a Bible for the first time when she was 40 years old,” Alla says.
After attending a Seventh Day Adventist congregation for a year, Alla’s mother
started attending St. Andrew’s in Novosibirsk and invited her daughter to Bible classes.
Her mother, Alla says, was her “spiritual father,” a powerful witness who was God’s
instrument in bringing both her daughter and her husband to faith.
Alla admits that she, then 18, thought worship was boring. The Bible classes,
however, fascinated her. She found the Bible stories interesting, Continued on page 4
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Volga Lutherans in Siberia – The
Story of the Yurga Lutherans
Peace to you, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
On the 28th of August a Memorial Day was held for
the victims of political repressions in Russia. It was on
this day in 1941 when a decree of the Supreme Soviet of
the USSR was issued, which marked the beginning of the
time of repressions and genocide of the Volga Germans
and other ethnic groups of our country.
On this day in many cities of Russia, memorial
processions and public prayers usually take place, and
flowers are laid on the memorials. Survivors of these
tragic events and their descendants, as well as those who
care about the history of our country, visit the memorials.
For the first time on this day in Yurga (where the
SELC parish of St. Luke is located) a memorial service
took place, which was conducted by Pastor Vsevolod
Lytkin and Deacon Alexander Hahn. The day was
gloomy, cold and rainy, but it did not prevent people from
coming to the memorial and pay their tribute to the
memory of the lost victims.
The memorial complex in Yurga is located in a unique
place. Thousands of innocent people were brought here
and then "dumped" in big pits. There is some evidence,
showing that some of the sick were buried while still alive.
Authorities did not want to waste medicine or even a
bullet. This was done secretly at night so no one could

Bishop-elect Vsevolod Lytkin and Deacon
Alexander Hahn at memorial services in Yurga.

see, in order to avoid the need to provide medical care
necessary to treat their diseases. It is difficult to estimate
the exact number of people buried here. Afterwards, this
place was simply leveled and sold to construct "dachas"
(summer houses with cultivated land). But one piece of
land was purchased by an elderly Lutheran person; and

the members of the Lutheran parish built a small memorial
on it. The memorial itself, as well as the names of the
people (most of the names are still unknown) is the result
of the long search of the descendants of these repressed
Germans. It was not easy for them to get the permission
of the city administration to erect a memorial on that place.
Helena Hildebrandt (a 76-year-old parishioner) told us
about her recollections: "We were brought to Siberia in
winter time; it was a long travel, and everybody I knew

“...But now it is especially
terrible to see that the
children of the Volga German
ancestors have lost their
Christian faith. It was faith
that helped them survive
during the times of
communism.”
was sick with typhus. There were seven children in our
family, and I was the oldest. I was almost 16 at that time.
Our father had died. At first, a lot of people were dying....
In the beginning we lived in barracks. It was dirty, and
everyone had lice. Then we were given a place for an
earth-house. We were digging holes in the ground and
lived in them for a long time. As soon as we started
feeling a little better, we were immediately sent to work at
the construction site. It was very difficult to work during
the first days, and I cried, so my mother had to work
instead of myself. We were not paid any money, and sold
out all our possessions to be able to buy food... Only
some clothes were left. I remember how we starved. My
younger sister – she was 3 at that time – was sitting and
looking quietly at us, understanding that we had nothing to
eat; and that's why she never asked for food... It is
surprising that all the children in our family survived. It
was some kind of a miracle. Everybody around was
amazed at this.
‘Today, many victims of the political repressions
receive additional bonuses to their pensions. But I was
told that I am not eligible, because our family came here
under our own will. I have a small pension ($50 per
month), and it is very hard to live on so little."
Pastor Vsevolod Lytkin said, "These are amazing
people. For us, born at the end of the 20th century, it's
difficult even to imagine, what kind of hardships they had
to struggle through. But now it is especially terrible to see
that the children of the Volga German ancestors have lost
their Christian faith. It was faith that helped them survive
during the times of communism."
He also said during the memorial service, "Brothers,
sisters, and friends, today we are reading the passages
from the New Testament about the cross. However, we
are not only reading, but standing near the cross. This
cross is put up here in memory of the tortured and
innocent people, who have died... Continued on page 3
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‘Why are crosses placed at the cemeteries? The reason is because a
cross is a symbol of Christ’s victory over death. Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, came to this earth to die for our sins on the cross. He died and was
risen from the dead, and all believers are resurrected together in Him.”
Pastor Lytkin continued, “I often hear different people saying: ‘Why
would I need to go to church? I can believe in Christ without it. Isn't it
enough just to live my life according to the precepts of God; following His
commandments, which forbid us to kill and to steal?’ Sometimes people
come to the church, asking for a pastor to bury their ‘Lutheran’ relatives. I
ask them if their relative attended church. ‘Oh, no!’ they say, ‘He was
Lutheran, but there was no church, you know: it was forbidden to be a
believer.’ So I reply, ‘But it's not forbidden anymore, it's been allowed for
15 years already.’”
Lytkin continued, “These are such dialogues that regularly take place.
And it's terrible, because there is a chance to make a change, when the
person is still alive. When he has died, it's impossible to do anything. It's
impossible to confess sins after death. It is our life on earth that is given to
us to be able to come to Christ... I emphasize to you that you cannot
believe in God without attending church. Those, who never go to church
are unbelievers and not Christians. You will not be saved without God's
Word and blessed Sacraments. You still have time to change your mind,
so do it! Come
to church. Our
forefathers...
lived and died
with faith in
Christ.
That's
They lived
why we are here
today, to express
horrible lives,
our gratitude to
God for faith that
having become a
He gave our
forefathers.
They died,
having been
part of a terrible
tortured for their
nationality
and
communist
religion, which
they never
“slaughter
renounced, even
in the face of
house.” ...They
death. They
lived horrible
lives, having
become a part of
bore their
a terrible
communist
crosses until the
‘slaughter
house.’ The
very end.
beast, the
apocalyptic red
dragon, with all
its rage attacked
faithful people,
desiring to
destroy them and to make them turn away from their faith. But they did
not. They bore their crosses until the very end. They lost their souls for
Christ – having saved themselves for the Kingdom in Heaven. They are
not together with us today, they are in Heaven. And it means that we will
still meet with them. We'll hug them, and bow to them – our brothers and
sisters, who were tortured for their faith in Christ; who were carrying their
heavy cross and now have life eternal."
After the funeral service in Yurga, another one took place in the center
of the city of Tomsk, on the place of the memorial complex to the victims of
the Soviet repression. The funeral service was finished with singing of the
hymn of Martin Luther, "A Mighty Fortress is our God." For the first time
since the Soviet repression of religion the hymn sounded in the center of
the city, signifying the faith and hope of Christians, who trust God even at
the hardest times. Please, pray for the proclaiming of the Gospel to the
German people and all ethnic people in Siberia. ?

By Elizabeth Meyer
SLMS Secretary/Treasurer

Editor’s note: This article is an edited reprint from the SELC email newsletter “Faith & Hope.” To
receive this mailing write Rev. Alexei Shilin at: shilin@lutheran.ru

Dear friends,
During the past months, several
financial issues have arisen that have
caused me to thank God, but others have
caused concern about our ability to meet
general fund monthly expenses for the
Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church
(SELC).
On the positive side, we have received
the funds for the purchase of property in
Siberia. We can all be grateful that we have
been blessed by the generous support of
World Relief Human Care in matching this
donation. The total should amount to some
$250,000.
The pastors of SELC have decided,
prayerfully, to invest the funds in church
buildings since many congregations are
subjected to the whims of landlords and civic
governments which may decide at the last
minute to cancel the contract of a
congregation to rent or use a building. Many
congregations have had to move their
worship centers frequently. This option will
allow them to establish a real presence in a
community. SELC has also decided, wisely,
to purchase properties in cities where
inflation rates are rising most quickly.
Also, on the positive side, the DVD
produced by Mr. Boris Mamlin, which
explains the history and work of SELC has
been shown at many congregations.
Several congregations have joined the ranks
of our regular donors, praise be to God. A
DVD will be sent to you upon request.
Also, we are expecting a donation of
$14,000 which will be matched by our
friends at WR/HC. Only because of this
donation will we be able to meet our budget
needs through the end of 2005. On the
negative side, our donations, overall, have
dropped significantly which I attribute,
instinctively, to the possibility that many folks
have allocated funds for hurricane relief
efforts. I am hoping that our donations will
return to normal levels in Dec. and Jan.
Given space constraints, I will not give a
full financial report until the next newsletter.
Call or send me an email request if you
desire a financial disclosure statement for
the 2005 fiscal year. Please keep our
Lutheran brothers and sisters in your
prayers. May God bless you all. ?
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Alla

Continued from page 1

and attended the study of Matthew’s gospel faithfully.
“After a year, I realized I believed in God and started going
to church,” Alla says. “It would have been difficult for me
to go to church directly. It was nice for me to study the
Bible first.”

Alla with Church children.

Alla says confessional American Lutherans would be
familiar with what is taught in the Siberian Evangelical
Lutheran Church. “We believe in Jesus Christ, and He
shed His blood for us. We go to church because God
comes to us in church and He gives us forgiveness,” she
says. The members learn from the liturgy and the
Lutheran fathers. “Our children, especially, and adults, we
try to learn the catechism of Luther and read the Book of
Concord, which is the foundation of our theology.”
Once she became a member of St. Andrew’s, Alla
became heavily involved with the youth–reflecting both her
vocation as teacher and her belief that children must be
taught the faith. She developed a Sunday school, taught
Bible lessons, and worked at Christian camps (where half
of those attending are non-churched family and friends of
Lutheran children). Alla also attended lay seminars,
taught by CTS professors, and learned of the deaconess
program. She felt it would be a good way for her to gain

the theological knowledge and experience she believes is
needed for her to continue working with children
professionally.
She is also excited about the Siberian church’s plans
to start social programs, such as working with children in

Once she became a member of
St. Andrew’s, Alla became
heavily involved with the
youth—reflecting both her
vocation as teacher and her
belief that children must be
taught the faith.
orphanages and assisting the poor of the parish. Other
methods of outreach might later include articles in Russian
newspapers, showing movies about Christ to the public,
and organizing concerts–all with the intent of bringing the
Gospel to the
people.
Alla’s
fieldwork
(required of all
deaconess
students)
centers on
working with
kindergarten
children at St.
Paul Lutheran’s
school in Fort
Wayne, as well
as at Christ’s
Child Learning
Center on the
CTS campus.
She says she is
enjoying her
time in Fort
Wayne and at
CTS, being with
people who
share the same
Christian worldview that she
has and helping
Alla at the summer youth camp
her grow both as
a person and
spiritually. Although she is half a world away from her
home parish, Alla says she is at home because she is still
with her Christian family.
“We participate in the Feast with all the saints.” ?
Editor’s note: Valerie (Milligan) Kister received her MA from CTS in May 2005.
She is currently living in Corning, CA, where her husband is serving as vicar.
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Igor enters seminary
Continued from page 1
seek deliverance from my troubles in alcohol. The situation
quickly became much worse. I drank more and more and it
came to the point where my drinking almost caused me to
lose my family. My drinking tempted my wife to leave me.
She suffered through my drunken spells and continued to
hope for me to recover. Finally her patience reached its
end and she made up her mind to divorce me. When she

“accepted Jesus Christ in our hearts” (as the Pentecostals
taught us). Gradually I stopped drinking. My family life
improved. I got a new job and started earning good
money. Everything was getting better. After two years in
the Pentecostal church, I had a desire to preach the

I read that book several times
while riding the train back to
Chita. I was impressed with the
works of Luther especially his
letter “On the freedom of a
Christian”. I was “knocked out”
by the thought and theology
of biblical interpretion of
Martin Luther.
told me about it I was shocked and frightened, I was afraid
that I would lose my family - my wife and children. It was at
this time of deep family crisis my former teacher met me.
She was a member of the Pentecostal church. She told me
a lot about my sin, that I had to confess before God and
that Christ would forgive all my sins and create a new
being in me.
In 1994 my wife and I came to the Pentecostal church.

Deacon Kizyev with youth from Chita parish
At that time I did not understand anything about God. I only
needed to find a way to be freed from alcohol and to solve
my family problems. My wife and I confessed our sins and

Deacon Igor Kizyev conducts Easter services
Gospel to unbelievers. This is how I became an
“Evangelist” in the congregation. I became quite
successful as an evangelist. I was traveling a lot to
different towns and villages of our region, setting up mass
evangelism meetings, and planting new congregations.
Generally speaking, I was doing everything that helped
people “accept Jesus into their hearts”.
In 1997 I was invited to join the “Evangelism
Explosion” program and I became a fervent follower of the
program and used it very intensively in my evangelism
work. After two years of such activities I started to reflect
on the meaning of repentance, how and for what reasons
a man could say, “I want Christ to be my God.” If the
Scriptures clearly teach that a man is dead in Adam
according to his deeds and transgressions (Eph. 2) how
could he recognize his need to be made alive? How can a
man who is truly “dead” decide to “accept Jesus into his
heart?” Nobody could give me an answer. From what I
was hearing it followed that a man can make a decision
himself and believe; that a man had some spiritual power
which can move him to faith. I started to read a great deal
of literature, exploring the matter of repentance. All the
material I had available to read was Post Protestant and I
could not find an answer to my question.
In January, 1999 I was invited to Kiev to join the
leaders of the “Evangelism Explosion” program. When I
went to that seminar I was hoping to get the answer to my
question about repentance,
Continued on page 6
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Igor
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but it did not happen. Everything that I heard and saw just
disappointed me more for I understood that this program
was nothing else than a psychological influence on
people's souls. When I was on my way back home I
happened to be in Moscow and there in one of the
Christian book stores I found a book of selected works of
Martin Luther, published by The Lutheran Heritage
Foundation.
I read that book several times while riding the train
back to Chita. I was impressed with the works of Luther,
especially his letter “On the Freedom of a Christian”. I was
“knocked out” by the thought and theology of biblical
interpretation of Martin Luther. When I returned to my
home city I began to look for the Lutherans, but there was
not a single Lutheran congregation in the city. Then I wrote
an email to Lutheran Heritage Foundation asking for the
telephone numbers and addresses of Lutheran churches
in Siberia. In some time I received a reply with several
addresses, including the telephone numbers of Rev.
Vsevolod Lytkin, Rev. Alexei Streltsov and Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Novosibirsk.

At the seminar I was finally able
to receive an answer to my
question about repentance. My
ears were opened and I heard
the saving Gospel
I called Alexei Streltsov and received an invitation to
visit a theological seminar in April of 1999, but I could not
attend because my “pastor” prohibited me to go. He said
that contemporary Lutherans betrayed the ideas of Luther
and now they are completely without the Holy Spirit and
have become a dead church. The words of the “pastor”
frightened me, but did not dampen my interest to Luther's
theology. That interest moved me to call Alexei Streltsov
several times and he invited me again to a seminar, which
was held in Novosibirsk three months later in July 1999.
My wife, Yekaterina, and I took a vacation and went to that
seminar on our own, because our “pastor” was absolutely
against the trip.

At the seminar I was finally able to receive an answer
to my question about repentance. My ears were opened
and I heard the saving Gospel – of Holy Baptism and the

Rev. Igor Kizyev visits with parishioners in Chita
Eucharist. I did not understand everything, but what
professor David Scaer was saying in his lectures on the
Gospel of Matthew literally overwhelmed me. I had read
that gospel many times, but I had never understood what
St. Matthew was seeking to teach in his narration of the
Last Supper of our Lord. The lectures of professor Scaer
were a beginning for me toward a new understanding of
the Gospel.
After hearing his lectures and talking with some
pastors from The Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church, I
had no doubt that the Lutheran Church faithfully and
truthfully preaches the Gospel as she leads people to
repentance and Holy Baptism. Right away I decided to
enter the seminary. The Rev. Alexei Streltsov, the rector at
Lutheran Theological Seminary, accepted me as a
student. In September of 1999, I came to Novosibirsk,
passed the entrance exam and became a seminary
student. ?
Ed. Note: Rev. Igor Kizyev is featured in a new DVD video professionally
produced in Siberia by Mr. Boris Mamlin, a member of St. Andrew Lutheran
Church - Novosibirsk. This video is distributed upon request by the SLMS.
To receive a copy, contact Elizabeth Meyer at: emeyer@tslms.org or call
408/286-1771 (or contact the SLMS newsletter editor.)

From the Editor: The Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) continues to grow and be a place where the Gospel of Jesus Christ is
preached and the Holy Sacraments provided for sinners seeking forgiveness and healing of body and soul. In the newsletters of the Siberian
Lutheran Mission Society (SLMS) the members of the SELC reveal their faith and hopes. They are Russians seeking an answer to
challenges and problems in their lives. They are a people who have been called by Christ in the healing waters of Holy Baptism and fed by the
holy precious food of His body and blood. They may speak a different language but they are all baptized in the name of the same LORD and eat
and drink the same Jesus. These are a people who know the mission of the Church – a mission which begins and finds its conclusion in the
Word and Sacraments properly administered. We invite you to read this newsletter with a prayer of divine grace for our Lutheran brothers and
sisters in Siberia. Their challenges in a land of pagan Buddhism, Shamanism, and Atheism is great. Your prayers and continuing support is
appreciated.
Articles and photographs from this newsletter may be reprinted for publicity purposes. Please give credit to the author and THE SIBERIAN
LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY (SLMS). All donations may be sent to the SLMS c/o Mrs. Elizabeth Meyer, Treasurer/Secretary, 1298 University
Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. For more information on how you can become involved in the work of the SLMS, visit our website at www.TSLMS.org
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