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by Olga Neteava
On April 27, the consecration of a new building
of St. Mary Evangelical Lutheran Church took
place in Tomsk. Tomsk Governor Victor Kress
suggested a restoration of the historical Lutheran
building which once existed in Tomsk. This dream
of the Lutherans in Tomsk has become a reality.
The first mention of a Lutheran community in
Tomsk occurred at the end of the 18th century. The
Lutheran community in Tomsk was large enough
to need a separate building. Influential Lutherans
of the city addressed their request for a new
building to the authorities and received permission
to build a new Lutheran church.
A stone church was built in 1859. This building
lasted for 70 years, until the Soviet regime when services were discontinued in 1930. In
1936, the building was dismantled. The medical academy of Tomsk was built with bricks
from the church building and a city park was created with a ferris wheel (called a Devil’s
Wheel by the residents of Tomsk) standing on the exact spot where the altar had been.
Now, 70 years after the demolition of the old “Marienkirche,” the new church of St. Mary
has been erected and opened for the needs of believers.
Continued on page 5

A life under the cross Valentina Yurganova’s
story
translated by Marina Gaskova

Contributions may be sent to:

SLMS
1460 University Ave.
San Jose, CA 95126

A special thank you to Redeemer
Lutheran Church - Marshalltown, IA
for financial assistance and to Mrs.
Linda Smith for clerical assistance
in the printing of this newsletter.

Part I of 4
My life before deportation to
Germany
I was born on 27 February 1938. I
remember my childhood only starting
from the war period, the time of bombing
and escapes. I was a little over 3 years
old. We lived in Zaporozhie (Ukraine).
There was a furnace in our house at that
time, which we had to stoke to cook
food. We went to the market to buy firewood for it.
I remember several incidents. We were at the market, and there was a crowd of
people. On the first day, when German Nazis occupied the city, they hung a few of the
city fathers on the gates of the market. I remember that horror. I remember the fear
which German soldiers aroused in us. To scare us, they used to paint the ends of
houses with different horrifying pictures: moving tanks and guns. Everything was done to
intimidate people. Later, Germans started taking people away to Germany to use in their
labor camps, and the same happened with us.
Continued on page 3
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A Soviet soldier learns of Christ
By Boris Mamlin
My name is
Boris Mamlin, I
was born in the
Soviet Union in
1971 and from
my childhood I
dreamed of being
an officer in the
military. Both of
my grandfathers
were officers
When I was sent to Antarctica to
during WWII.
film a documentary, I took a copy
They told a lot of
of Good News, published by the
stories about war
Concordia Mission Society.
and military
service. From my
childhood I was
also interested about church and Bible. But it was
impossible for a Soviet citizen in the seventies to find a
Bible, and churches in the USSR were destroyed or rebuilt
into storage warehouses, dancing halls, pools,
gymnasiums, etc. So after the 8th grade of school I joined
the Suvorov Military College. It was a special secondary
military school for boys, who want to prepare themselves
for a future military career. The College was located in
Ussuriisk City near the Soviet-Chinese border. There I
spent two years as a soldier - living in barracks, waking
early, going on long runs, learning the life and duty of a
soldier, shooting, sports and academics.
After graduating from this College I entered the
Novosibirsk Military Academy of Political Propaganda. It
prepared political officers for the Soviet Army. That was a
Communist replacement for military chaplaincy. After my
first year of study, in 1990, a counter-reconnaissance

he was an MIT student but was
not the spy. My mission had
failed. The American spy had
been found by somebody else.
But “our Chris is a little crazy”
- his mates told me - “he is a
Christian” - a Christian! I
thought.
officer invited me to help with a group of American guests
who would be visiting our Academy.
When you are an 18 year old military cadet it is a
dream to capture a foreign spy. The officer showed me a
picture of a guy from the American students group, who
they said worked for the U.S. Ministry of Defense
Reconnaissance Office. He wanted me to befriend him,
talk to him about anything, and then to come to the counter

reconnaissance office and to tell them all we talked about.
I spent a couple of sleepless nights, preparing myself for
my first “secret mission.” When they arrived, a large
colorful group of Americans exited the bus, but I did not
recognize my "client". Finally, I found somebody, who
looked like the guy in the photograph and I started to talk
with him. He was an MIT student but was not the spy. My
mission had failed. The American spy had been found by
somebody else. But “our Chris is a little crazy” – his mates
told me – “he is a Christian” - a Christian! I thought.
I started to ask him about God, Church and
Christianity. All I knew about Christianity was what I had
read in the atheistic philosophy courses of my Academy.
He answered a lot of my questions, and I asked him about
obtaining a Bible in Russian. He said he had brought one
with him from the U.S. and during his two months in the
USSR I was the first Russian who had asked him about it.
At my request he presented me a Bible translated into
Russian After a year of reading, thinking, arguing with

I am on the left. From my childhood I dreamed of
being an officer in the military.

myself and my mom (who became a Christian), I became
a Christian, too.
The attempt of the “Putsch,” that took place in August,
1991, had a big influence on me. Former communist
leaders tried to restore the Soviet system and they
arrested the current USSR president - Mikhail Gorbachev.
They tried to take over with force and commanded the
army to capture TV towers and the central squares of
various cities. The military tanks appeared on the streets of
many of these cities.
During that time many people died from the hands of
Putchists. They used tanks to run over people, shot them
from sniper rifles... A nightmare had come into the country.
I was visiting my mother during a short vacation when
I heard over the radio about the Putsch. I immediately
realized that pretty soon a telegram could arrive and I
could be ordered to come back to my Military Academy. I
remember how another thought ran through my head –
“what will happen with me, if
continued on page 3
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Under the cross
continued from page 1
My life during the war in a German labor camp
In 1942 I was four
years old. My mother
and I were sent to the
concentration camp
not far away from the
city of Zalgov.
The first camp
was for sorting
people. Even though
we didn’t spend a lot
of time there, it was a
very painful
experience. There
were no windows in
the building. I
remember a huge
door and a concrete
floor. We were given
food only once a day,
in the evening, when
This is me in 1940, One year
our mothers returned
11 months old, in Ukraine.
from work. Like
puppies, we used to
lie on the concrete floor and wait for our mothers. Once,
when the mother of one child didn’t come back, the child
was taken away to another camp. Blood was collected from
children there. And our mothers warned us, “If the door
opens up and you don’t see your mother, throw yourself to
anyone” (as if it were your own mother). And that’s why
sometimes we were in such a hurry that we rushed to the
mother that was the nearest to us, caring only about not
being taken away.
There was more freedom in the second camp; we were
allowed to walk. But we were afraid, because we could run

We were given food only once a
day, in the evening, when our
mothers returned from work.
Like puppies, we used to lie on the
concrete floor and wait for
our mothers.

into a Nazi, who might want to make fun of us. We were
constantly starving. Food was provided only once a day.
That’s why we were often around the officers’ dining-room,
searching for food in the trash bin. It was possible to find
chicken bones, raw potato peelings. I remember that one
time I looked in the bin, and a German officer was passing
by. He wanted to play a joke, and so he lifted me by the
legs and threw me into the trash bin, closing the cover. I
couldn’t get out, and so I started
continued on page 4

Boris
continued from page 2
a civil war begins? I am not even baptized”.
So, I was baptized in a Baptist church in that city where
I was during my vacation. The Putsch was not successful
and soon ended. It turned out that the majority of the army
did not support the communists, but Boris Yeltsin,
President of the Russian Federation. Mikhail Gorbachev
was released and the Putchists were arrested.
When I came back to Novosibirsk I began to look for a
Christian church that would fit my notion of Christianity
(even though I did not know much at that time). I visited
different services and one time I met with Vsevolod Lytkin
and with other people from his group. I immediately
realized that it was what I was looking for.
Vsevolod had not been ordained yet and our meetings
were more like Bible Studies than liturgical services. But
gradually I was getting more and more involved in the life
of the congregation, and then I realized that I had to leave
the military service.
I decided to become a TV journalist. (In our country at
that time a freedom of speech and information began to
flourish. It was very interesting to work and everything was
new!) I managed to get a job as a television announcer in
one of the small local TV companies. We shot the news
and then I commented on the air adding Christian
"propaganda". That was an amazing time. We lived in
poverty and
did not have
enough to
eat, I
received 10
rubles
(about
$1.50) for
one news
session.
But this
area of
business
I was in Thailand filming a
developed
documentary when this photo was
fast. I
taken.
graduated
from the
Journalist
Department of the Ekaterinburg State University and
together with my friends created a small company. We
make commercials for local TV. But what I like the most is
to shoot video about the Church. We have produced three
documentaries about Lutheran Theological Seminary in
Novosibirsk.
Sometimes I think it would be great to study at the
seminary, myself, and become a Lutheran priest. But this
should be after much meditation and prayers. ?
Editor’s note: Mr. Mamlin is the author of three videos produced for
Lutheran Theological Seminary (LTS) - Novosibirsk, Russia and the
Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC). These are available
upon request from the SLMS.
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Valentina
continued from page 3
screaming. Children who were around ran for my
mother. She came and took me out. That’s why we tried
to spend less time outside.
Sometimes it was impossible to go out of the
barrack. When people were being burned in the gas
chamber, the smell was heart-rending. This smell of the
burning meat was hard to stand. When the pipe started to
steam, everyone, like
a beetle, tried to
crawl to a barrack.
My mother
worked as a nurse,
taking care of our
prisoners. There was
a lack of bandages;
my mother washed
used ones, and I
boiled them in the
pan on the bricks.
Then she hung them
to dry. Afterwards, I
rolled them. I
constantly had
blisters on my palms
because of that.
In Germany at 5 years old.
Later on, in
September 1943, we
were given away as
gifts. We were lined up on the market, like horses for
sale. Some of us were purchased, and some were given
as a bonus. We happened to become a bonus. Frau
Bauer turned out to be a very nice person. She had
neither a husband, nor any children. She took us, hoping
that my mother would let her adopt me.
But my mother said that was out of the question.
Then Frau Bauer asked my mother at least to allow her
to baptize me and become my godmother. I hadn’t been
baptized, because my mother was an active member of
the Young Communist League. So some time in winter
1944, I was baptized in the Lutheran Church in Zalgov. I
was five years old.
It was also in Germany where I became a first grade
student. On Thursdays we visited my godmother and
studied there. The lessons were similar to our Sunday
school. She told us stories from the New Testament. I
finished first grade, having studied in German. After I
had been baptized, the owner let us go. We rented a
room, and my mother worked at a clothes factory.
In 1944, through the Red Cross, we found our
relatives, who had also been sent to Germany, and we
visited them. When the war was over, they decided not
to return to their homeland. They knew very well about
the situation there.
The husband of my Aunt Olga (mother’s older sister)
was executed by shooting in 1937. He was in charge of
the construction of the tram track in the city of

Dneprodzerdzhinsk (Ukraine). He saw that the project
wasn’t quite accurate at one place. He realized that the
tram wouldn’t be able to move uphill at the angle
calculated in the plans. So he decided to build the track
around the hill. However, the track turned out to be
slightly longer than it was planned. That’s why he was
accused of squandering the socialist property. And not
just squandering, but doing it under the order of the
secret service. “Where there is a man, there is an article
of law for him,” people said at that time. And he was
arrested. He was required to sign a self-slandering
document, and refused. But when they brought his
mother to the interrogation, and in front of her eyes
started beating him with the winter shoe, which had a
brick inside, she lost consciousness. And he signed
everything, then was executed by shooting.
In Germany we were located in the French
occupation zone. After the end of the war we were
neither prevented from leaving, nor pushed out.
Loudspeakers were hanging everywhere. They warned
people in Russian and German languages, “Where are
you going? You aren’t going back to your homeland, you
are going to Siberia!”
We probably wouldn’t have left either, but the

In Germany we were located in
the French occupation zone.
After the end of the war we
were neither prevented from
leaving, nor pushed out.
Loudspeakers were hanging
everywhere. They warned
people in Russian and German
languages, “Where are you
going? You aren’t going back
to your homeland, you are
going to Siberia!”

opposite happened. I stayed at home alone, and my
mother was in the hospital with appendicitis. Everybody
around was leaving, and I was afraid we would have to
stay. I went to the station master of the “echelon” (freight
train), and he calmed me down. He said, “When the train
is ready to go, I will send someone for you”. He kept his
promise. Later he came to pick up our baggage and took
me with him. My mother, being a bed-patient, was
brought straight from the hospital, and we were loaded
into the cattle box. That is how we returned back to
Ukraine. ?
Editor’s note: Part 2 is continued in the December 2006 issue of
the SLMS newsletter. A special thank you to Rev. Alan Hafner of
St. James Lutheran Church - Victor, IA for editorial help in
preparing this series of articles for publication.
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Dedication at Tomsk
continued from page 1
For a long time the
Lutherans of Tomsk had
dreamed and prayed for
a restoration of the
church building, but the
reality has exceeded
their wildest
expectations. Earlier,
worshipers gathered in a
small private house
which was difficult to find
and it was far away from
people's eyes. Certainly,
during the Soviet time
when there were church
persecution, the
remoteness of the
Old St. Mary’s Lutheran
building was an
Church built in 1859.
advantage. But, when
religious freedom was reestablished in the 1990s, remoteness became a serious
obstacle to growth and liturgical life. Parishioners were
mainly Germans who had lived in the Soviet Union for
most, if not all of their lives. Now many of them have died.
Others left to return to their historic native land. Divine
services were previously held only in German language,
but children and grandchildren of these people no longer
speak German. Therefore, many of them had left the
community.
In 1996 services in the Russian language were
started, but the Lutheran community still held services in
the old wooden house
which is far from the
center of the city.
Therefore, the decision
of authorities to
construct a new
Lutheran Church
building in the city
center (near to the
previous site of the
historic St. Mary’s
Evangelical Lutheran
Church) was a
miracle.
External
circumstances aided
The “Devil’s Wheel” at site
this event as well. A
of the old St. Mary’s altar.
top summit between
the governments of the
Russian Federation
and Federal Republic of Germany was planned for these
days in Tomsk. Russian President Vladimir Putin, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, and the ministers of their
governments arrived in Tomsk to discuss current political
and economic issues. Angela Merkel originally comes from

East Germany, and her father served as a Lutheran pastor
there during the Soviet occupation. This fact also helped to
aid in making the final decision about constructing a new
building for the Lutherans in Tomsk.
There are two Lutheran congregations active in
Tomsk: The Evangelical Lutheran congregation of Tomsk
(ELKRAS) and St. Mary Evangelical Lutheran Church
(SELC). The bishop-elect of SELC, Vsevolod Lytkin,
serves as the pastor of St. Mary. The SELC Deacon and
LTS graduate Rev. Alexander Hahn is engaged in parish
work in both congregations. In the past several months he
had to combine preaching and catechesis with oversight of
the construction of the new building.
The Tomsk regional government which approved and
financed the construction of the new building decided to

The consecration of the
church building in Tomsk
became not only a Siberian, nor
just a Russian event, but also an
international event. There
were Lutherans not just from
Tomsk, Novosibirsk, and Omsk,
but also numerous visitors
from abroad.

invite clergymen from both church bodies to participate in
the dedication service. Bishop Siegfried Springer of the
ELKRAS European diocese conducted the dedication of
the church. The Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church
(SELC) was represented by bishop-elect Rev. Vsevolod
Lytkin and Rev. Alexander Hahn. The organist of the St.
Andrew Lutheran parish (SELC) in Novosibirsk, Natalia
Sheludiakova, accompanied the liturgy on the new organ
from Holland. The consecration of the church building in
Tomsk became not only a Siberian, nor just a Russian
event, but also an
international
event. There
were Lutherans
not just from
Tomsk,
Novosibirsk, and
Omsk, but also
numerous visitors
from abroad.
Bishop Joseph
Vert of
Transfiguration
A child reading Good News.
Diocese of
Novosibirsk,
priest of the
Tomsk parish Antoniy Gsel, and Director of Caritas Charity
Foundation, and Elizaveta Yakubovits represented the
Roman Catholic Church.
Continued on page 6
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St. Mary’s in Tomsk
continued from page 5
Priest Alexandren Klassen, tutor at the Tomsk
Ecclesiastical Seminary, was present on behalf of the
Russian Orthodox Church. Also present among the guests
at the dedication of the church was the Ambassador of
Germany in Russia, Walther Schmidt.
After the dedication, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel expressed a desire to get acquainted with the
newly dedicated building of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of St. Mary and to meet parishioners. Deacon
Alexander Hahn, who serves the two Lutheran
congregations in Tomsk, described the situation with the

For many, stepping across the
church’s threshold was a
return to their roots, while
some heard the Gospel for the
first time.

church building and the local Lutheran community to the
Chancellor. Vsevolod Lytkin (who also serves as the
visiting pastor at St. Mary), lighted the candle that Angela
Merkel placed on the altar as a sign that the light of God
shines in the Church.
Following the dedication, hundreds of people visited
the new building.
Many of them asked
questions about the
Lutheran faith and
about the history of
the Lutheran
Church. Copies of
the Small Catechism
and the Good News
journal were
distributed to
visitors.
Deacon Alexander Hahn
A few days after
the dedication, an
open house took place in the new church building for the
Tomsk community to visit. Present at the open house were
a governor of the Tomsk area and representatives of the

local government administration. A municipal
representative said, "Everything that happens in the world
happens according to the will of God. ...When the governor
decided to build a Lutheran church, that was not only the
act of will from his side, but also the will of God.” The
beauty of the new building motivated the governor to state
that, “the church of Saint Mary will be added to the list of
‘best wooden architecture monuments in Tomsk’. ...I hope
that the fire of Lutheran faith, that has inspired souls of
Tomsk citizens for three hundred years, will continue to
bring inspiration for many centuries to come.”
During the day Lutheran clergy talked to people, and
visitors were able to watch the movie “Messiah.” For
many, stepping across the church’s threshold was a return
to their roots, while some heard the Gospel for the first
time. At the end of the day, visitors had opportunity to
listen to the music of Bach, which our musicians performed
on organ and flute.
“It is a great joy for us,” said one of the parishioners of
St. Mary church in Tomsk. “We are enjoying that we have
received this beautiful building and it is almost in
downtown [Tomsk]. And because of this, we hope, that our
community will grow. Now many people will be able to
receive knowledge about the Lutheran church and it’s
history. People will be able to see all of the beauty of the
Lutheran services and they will see that we also have the
Sacraments and therefore they will not perceive us as a
sect any more.”
We ask you to pray for people in Tomsk, that they
might hear the Gospel and come to the saving faith in
Jesus Christ. ?

From the Editor: The Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) continues to grow and be a place where the Gospel of Jesus Christ is
preached and the Holy Sacraments provided for sinners seeking forgiveness and healing of body and soul. In the newsletters of the Siberian
Lutheran Mission Society (SLMS) the members of the SELC reveal their faith and hopes. They are Russians seeking an answer to
challenges and problems in their lives. They are a people who have been called by Christ in the healing waters of Holy Baptism and fed by the
holy precious food of His body and blood. They may speak a different language but they are all baptized in the name of the same LORD and eat
and drink the same Jesus. These are a people who know the mission of the Church – a mission which begins and finds its conclusion in the
Word and Sacraments properly administered. We invite you to read this newsletter with a prayer of divine grace for our Lutheran brothers and
sisters in Siberia. Their challenges in a land of pagan Buddhism, Shamanism, and Atheism is great. Your prayers and continuing support is
appreciated.
Articles and photographs from this newsletter may be reprinted for publicity purposes. Please give credit to the author and THE SIBERIAN
LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY (SLMS). All donations may be sent to the SLMS c/o Mrs. Elizabeth Meyer, Treasurer/Secretary, 1460 University
Ave., San Jose, CA 95126. For more information on how you can become involved in the work of the SL MS , visit our website at www.TSLMS.org
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We have been blessed this year through the generosity of many
individuals and congregations in being able to maintain our monthly
support of the Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church. We have had
several unusual disbursements this year. We completed the transfer of
funds for the purchase of a church building for the congregation in
Angarsk with funds provided by an anonymous donor and matched by
LCMS World Relief Human Care. Pastor Ivolga and his congregation
have expressed great appreciation and gratitude for this dream that has
become a reality.
In addition, we have provided $10,000 for support of Pastor Zayakin’s
Summer Camp for youth in Khakassia. Three different congregations,
St. John in Wheaton, Illinois, Bethany in Naperville, Illinois and Advent
in Zionsville, Indiana, provided a total of $7,000 for this undertaking,
which is always a great success in providing exposure to Christianity,
Lutheran worship, and wholesome, challenging physical activity to
young people whose lives might otherwise be less than pleasant.
Initiated by a large donation from Peace Lutheran Church in Shell
Knob, Missouri, we were able to send $8,000 in May to the congregation
in Tomsk for the purchase of a station wagon for Deacon Alexander
Hahn’s congregation. This vehicle will come in very handy, as Deacon
Hahn serves not only his congregation, but a mission congregation and
also does home and hospital visits in the Tomsk area.
We have expended all but a few remaining dollars of our capital expense
fund with the purchase of church buildings in Abakan, Angarsk, and
Ekaterinburg. As of August 3, 2006, our bank balance in checking and
savings is $35,632.89. About $7,500 of that total is designated for special
purposes and will be sent to SELC later this month.
On behalf of the SLMS Board of Directors and our fellow Lutherans in
Siberia, I thank you for your faithful support. Please continue to
remember SELC in your prayers.
In Christ,
Elizabeth A. Meyer
Secretary/Treasurer SLMS
August 2006
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