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A Priest Who
Builds a Church
By The Rev. Pavel Khramov

P

astor Dmitry Dotsenko
graduated from the
seminary in Novosibirsk in
2006, was ordained as a deacon
in 2007, and as a priest in 2010.
After graduation, he started his
ministry in the parish of Saint
James in Novokuznetsk.
However, he lives with his
family in the town of
Chernogorsk, located about ten
miles from Abakan. Our church
can’t provide our pastors
salaries big enough to cover rent
of an apartment and living.
Father Dmitry’s relatives helped
him to get a mortgage loan in
that town, as local government
had some programs supporting
young families. It meant nine
hours train ride every week to
be in Novokuznetsk on Sunday,
conduct the liturgy, teach, hear
confessions, visit the sick and
dying, etc. At the same time,
Father Dmitry was remodeling
church premises. Due to his
faithful ministry and work, now
we have a solid congregation in
Novokuznetsk (though not big)
and nice and cozy place where people come to worship the Lord, where they can gather for
Bible class or friendly tea-time. Visitors from other parishes can stay there for a night or
two.
Last year, when Pastor Pavel Zayakin moved to Ukraine, Father Dmitry was assigned as
minister for St. Luke’s parish in Abakan and parish of Ascension in Sayanogorsk. The
church building in Abakan was bought with the help of SLMS in 2006. It served the
congregation well during all these years. However now it came to the point where it needs
big repair. Father Dmitry is unique person. First of all he has an “owner eye”. In Russian,
we use this expression to describe a person who is not indifferent, who sees even small
problem in the property, who really cares about his belongings, not just uses it. Second,
Father Dmitry knows what to do and can do it; he has skills, competence to do the
renovation of the building. Lastly, he has courage to do the job despite of its
(continued on page 3)
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Family Camp in Efremkino
By Tatiana Strukva

T

his July we have conducted family camp again. As we usually do, we have used our property in the village of
Efremkino in Khakassia.

Altogether 65 participants came there. Majority of them (about 80%) were members of our churches from Abakan,
Tuim, Novosibirsk, Tomsk, Ekaterinburg, and Chelyabinsk. One of the goals of these camps is to help people from
different parishes of our church to meet each other, “be comforted together … by the mutual faith.” Another goal is to
give families chance to spend time together, talk to their kids, and come through some difficulties (for example, during
the hiking) side by side. Often our camp turns to be the place of deep conversations, parents and children become
closer to each other.
Though most of the participants were in Efremkino in previous years, about 20 people came to the camp for the first
time. All of them were enthusiastic. They heartily thanked the organizers for the possibility to be in such a beautiful
place and in such good company. Many of them said that the conversation in the camp was very meaningful, making
them think.
We studied together the book of Acts connecting the topics to the place where we were. After Bible classes we went
hiking and tried to “reconstruct” the story in Khakassia context. We were accompanied by the “healed lame
man” (Acts 4) and in our travels we have met “eunuch from Ethiopia” (Acts 8), or “keeper of prison from
Philippi” (Acts 16), or “centurion Julius” (Acts 27). All these men helped us to find the people of Terse (supposedly a
Christian people in the middle-age Khakassia), who turned out to be us, Christians!
Probably, the most difficult task was to combine Christians and non-churchy people at the Bible studies. The first ones
know at least the basics of the Christian faith, the last ones were just exposed to it in the camp. However, our pastors
from different congregations, who led those classes, got through. Many adults were really interested, asked a lot of
questions, and talked personally with priests.
We had a lot of music in this camp, as some musicians from the parish of St. Andrew (Novosibirsk) participated in the
program. We sang many songs, learned some hymns, and listened to violin and guitar.
There were a few Chinese people in the camp. We worried if they could understand enough, as their Russian is not
good, and our Chinese is much worse. But there was no language barrier. With some patience from both sides, we
could communicate successfully. Indeed, Chinese kids and their parents were some of the most attentive and
responsible participants.
At the end of the program the only question kids asked was: “Why is it so short?” They already are waiting for the
next camp.
For me these family camps are first of all the time devoted to the Lord. I’m glad that I can serve to my brothers and
sisters, to people (yet?) outside the church. And I want to thank again all of our friends, our brothers and sisters in
Christ who donated money to buy this place in Efremkino. It becomes better and more comfortable every year, though
it is still “campy” enough to feel really being outside the city.

The flag of the Republic of Khakassia
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(Continued from page 1)

enormousness. When I visited Abakan this summer and talked to Pastor Dotsenko, I thought that it was impossible to
do everything he planned to do in the building. The task seemed even harder with limited finances and human
resources. However, Father Dmitry just started the work, because “it needs to be done, whether it’s possible or not.”
He says that from time to time he loses heart, he feels like it’s too much. But then he continues to work, step by step
restoring the building, removing one problem after another. Sometimes hidden problems are uncovered in the process
of repair, and the work turns to be bigger, harder, and more expensive, than it seemed to be. For example, at the change
of floor planks it become obvious that floor beams should be
“It needs to be done, whether replaced, as they are half-rotten. The base of the building needed
bigger correction, as it settled in more than it looked. Of course
it’s possible or not.”
such things slow down the repair. So, Father Dmitry focused on
the urgent things and fixed the windows and walls to minimize
~ Father Dmitri
heat losses, at the same time re-establishing heat system to make
it more efficient. Last two years bills for heating where too big
for the small congregation in Abakan, so St. Andrew’s parish (Novosibirsk) covered it.
Looking at the scale of renovation it might appear that the priest in Abakan does only construction work. It is not true.
The “owner eye,” competence, and good spirit of Father Dmitry make him almost the ideal person to serve in St.
Luke’s parish. Recent years were not good for this congregation. Quite a number of people stopped to attend services,
some moved. There were Sundays in the summer of the last year, when Pastor Dotsenko served the liturgy just for his
family. But he didn’t give up. He continued to conduct services, to phone and visit people, to give Bible classes. Every
Sunday after the liturgy in Abakan he drives about 50 miles to Sayanogorsk to serve people there. Every other week he
visits Tuim (130 miles away) to help Father Vitaly Gavrilov. All this brings good fruits. Gradually people are coming
back to church. In the end, it is the most important thing. The nicest church building is useless if it’s empty.
Please pray for father Dmitry, his family and the parish of St. Luke in Abakan. If you are willing to send them a
greetings (via our FB page, for example), it will be a good encouragement for them.

St. Luke’s Parish, Abakan
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Pictures of the renovations of St. Luke’s Parish, Abakan
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An Interview with Tatiana Sokolova
Part Two
By The Rev. Pavel Khramov

A

s far as I know, you took some courses at the
Seminary. What? Why these? How did they help
with the hymns?

First, the Hymnology by Father Alan, and secondly
Hermeneutics and exegetical courses: the Psalter, Isaiah, the
Gospels of John and Mark. Also I took the course on the Book
of Concord, three courses of the four on Dogmatics (God and
Creation, Christology, the Church and the Sacraments),
Liturgics. I would like to sit at the courses on Matthew and
Luke, and get Dogmatics III (Soteriology) and more exegetical
courses on different books.
Writing or translating a hymn knowing what you’re writing
and why is much better than making something out of your
head without knowing how right it is. At first, even before
seminary, I translated many things correctly, thank God. But
this took so much time, so much unnecessary stress. I am very
fond of Lutheran theology, I can still read, for example,
Luther’s Large Catechism and tears come to my eyes with joy,
because it is so well said; about the Sacrament, for example. It
is impossible to write a really good hymn without knowing theology, because you can do it only with understanding
what you are doing and why.
Dr. Ludwig told us at the seminary, “People forget sermons, but they remember hymns.” He told the story of an
American pastor who came to visit a parishioner who was in a coma. The pastor began to sing a hymn and the
parishioner began to sing with him, out of coma. So, it is a great responsibility to work on hymns both before the
Lord and before neighbor.
Why these courses? With Hymnology, I think, it is not necessary to explain. Although it seems to me that within the
Seminary this course is good for future ministers, but not for a hymn-writer. When you write or translate a hymn, you
are constantly engaged in interpretation of Biblical passages, so exegetical courses are necessary. The Book of
Concord gives the correct Lutheran base. Hymn writer needs to return to it regularly. It shouldn’t be on the shelf, but
on the desktop.
Dogmatics gives a deeper understanding of Christianity, it has a special language, terminology. When I wrote a hymn
on the Creed, writing about the Holy Spirit was especially difficult. But I remembered the phrase from the course,
“what the Father does, the Son does, and the Spirit does,” besides what Christ does according to his human nature.
This allowed me to complete the poetic text. Another example are the genera. A question with regard to the
communication of the natures in Christ occurs, I think, “It should be that genus,” and it becomes clear how to express
it in a hymn.
Regarding the liturgy, it was useful to hear about the structure of the Church year, about the place of hymns in
worship. What is the hymn of the day, for example. As a Christian and Lutheran, I was just interested to hear some
things: what we do during the service and why, that here God speaks to us, and here we answer Him. It’s good to
know for everyone.
(Continued on page 6)
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So, even if I’m not in Seminary, I still continue to learn. I
ask priests to give me some good Lutheran books to read.
Not so long ago I finished Dr. Scaer’s book on the Epistle
of James. It is wonderful. I wanted to write out something
for myself, but I liked many places so much that I
completely translated them. It turned out quite lot. I think
about putting these notes in order, show it to the priest and,
if everything is normal, share it with someone who cannot
read in English.

that can be, hymns and sermons, because it is pure theology
and glorification of God.” It is difficult to say better. Dr.
Ludwig taught the same in his courses. I think, he would
add that the distinctive feature of the Lutheran hymn is
Christ crucified.

Without mentioning the sacrifice of the Lamb of God, there
can be no perfect Lutheran hymn. Christians,
unfortunately, quite often much more want to sing about
the good God looking down at us from the sky and coming
down with grace in the form of warm rain and flowers.
Although at the same time I often reproach myself that it is Crucifixion is unpleasant, there is blood and nails,
humiliation, and terrible painful death, hopeless utter
necessary to read the Bible more, the living and effective
loneliness, and abandonment by God. But this is how grace
Word of God.
came upon us, and this ugly blood we drink; this body that
What do you think is the perfect hymn? How can was torn for us on the cross, we eat to live. And we have no
other source of grace.
it be described?
If you put it in a high-quality poetic form, add praise,
Once I was lucky to speak to Dr. William
Weinrich about hymns. He said, “Hymns are the best thing supplement the text with appropriate music, you will get a

The Feast of St. Michael and All Angels
An Except from the Bishop’s Sermon

W

e read in today’s Gospel that that seventy-two returned with
joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in
Your name!” And He said to them, “Behold, I have given you
authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power
of the enemy” (Lk. 10:17-19).
An invisible war becomes visible not only in the world, but also in
the Church, where the successors of the apostles use the power God
has given them to attack the force of the enemy, to conquer it
through “the Blood of the Lamb and the Word of testimony” (Rev.
12:11). The Word and sacraments are the weapons that God has
placed in our hands.
That is why the Lord commanded the Church to baptize all nations:
to snatch people from the power of darkness and to put them in the
Fr. Vitaly Gavrilov, Bp. Vsevolod Lytkin, Fr. Dmitri Dotsenko at safest place in the world: into the Church. The Church is a fortified
city set on the top of the hill (Ps. 60:9 and Matt. 5:14), she is a
Transfirguation Church in Tuim
fortress that the most terrible gates of hell cannot prevail.
Here, through baptism, we and our children become people of God, and no one is able to snatch them out of the
Father’s hands (John 10:29). Here we are sealed with the sign of the cross and our names are written into the “Book of
Life” (Dan. 12:1). Here the Lord is with us not only spiritually, but even physically: in the Eucharist, our body unites
with His Body, and our blood mixes with His Blood.
All this the Lord gives us to save us. This is our God. He wants us to follow Him, to resist in all life’s trials, to believe
in Him, to imitate Him, to learn from Him to love even those who hate us., to forgive them and to pray for them.
It is precisely because we have little strength for all this, that we are constantly sliding down to sins and hate, that God
sends us His invisible helpers — angels to help us.
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Pictures from Reformation Day — Sts. Peter and Paul Lutheran Church, Ekaterinburg

From the Editor: The Siberian Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) continues to grow and be a place where the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and the Holy
Sacraments provided for sinners seeking forgiveness and healing of body and soul. In the newsletters of The Siberian Lutheran Mission Society
(SLMS) the members of the SELC reveal their faith and hopes. They are Russians seeking an answer to challenges and problems in their lives. They are a
people who have been called by Christ in the healing waters of Holy Baptism and fed by the holy precious food of His body and blood. They may speak a
different language but they are all baptized in the name of the same LORD and eat and drink the same Jesus. These are a people who know the mission of the
Church – a mission which begins and finds its conclusion in the Word and Sacraments properly administered. We invite you to read this newsletter with a
prayer of divine grace for our Lutheran brothers and sisters in Siberia. Their challenges in a land of pagan Buddhism, shamanism, and atheism is great. Your
prayers and continuing support is appreciated.
Articles and photographs from this newsletter may be reprinted for publicity purposes. Please give credit to the author and

The Siberian Lutheran Mission Society (SLMS)
All donations may be sent to the SLMS c/o Ascension Lutheran Church, Mr. Robert Kiefer, 8811 St. Joe Road, Ft. Wayne, Indiana 46835-1037. Donations may
also be made through PayPal. For more information on how you can become involved in the work of the SLMS, visit our website at:

www.siberianlutheranmissions.org
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