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Reflections on the Novosibirsk Seminary and evangelizing Russia 
 
Rev. Dr. Peter Scaer, Professor of Exegetical Theology at Concordia Theological Seminary-Fort Wayne, was 
one of the presenters at the Indianapolis mission festival on May 23. Here’s what he had to say in a recent 
Facebook® post about the event in Indianapolis (See the second article) and the work of Rector Alexey 
Streltsov and the pastors coming out of the Novosibirsk Seminary. 
 
 SIBERIAN SORROW TURNED TO JOY 

 
“It was quite a weekend down in Indianapolis. Ten 
Lutheran Churches hosted ten guest preachers who 
spoke about the Lutheran Church in Siberia. … Siberia? 
Yes, the place where Christians were sent to die. 
Lutherans perhaps faced the worst of it. 
 
“Since the time of Catherine the Great, perhaps 
earlier, Lutherans were invited into Russia to farm the 
land. Russia became the breadbasket to the world and 
prospered under Russian rule. Until, of course, the 
communist revolution, 
until Lenin and Stalin, 
and the genocide. So 
many Christians, so 
many Lutherans, sent 
to Siberia to die a 
painful death. 
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^ New life, a new Christian—in 
August 2020, Fr. Vitali Gavrilov 
baptized his granddaughter 

> Remembering – at the Volga 
German Memorial in Yurga. 



“But now the old light is shining more brightly. This revival started, I 
suppose, with the Russia Project where a couple of dozen Russian 
men, some with wives, came to America, to study theology at 
Concordia Theological Seminary-Fort Wayne. … Then there was a 
period when many of our professors made multiple visits to Siberia, 
myself included. What a joy! 

 
“… What have they done in the 
meantime? Well, a lot of evangelizing. A 
lot of Gospel-spreading, but also they 
have established a first-rate seminary.  
 
“The springboard and foundation of any 
church is its seminaries. That’s how our 
Lord started the Church. He brought to 
himself men, and then recruited others, so that 
they might go out and preach to all nations, 
teaching them to observe ALL THINGS whatsoever 
he commanded.  

 
“The Lutheran Church in Siberia cares, and they 
need your help. They have a five-year program, 
teaching Hebrew and Greek, so that their pastors 
are working in the original languages. They study 
the church’s creeds and confessions, as well as her 
history, liturgy, and hymnody, along with preaching 
and pastoral care. And all of this they do on 
budget, with not a penny or ruble wasted. It’s a 
marvel to behold how far the Siberian Lutheran Church has come. Oh, how I wish more Lutherans could go 
and see the miracles that are happening in what was once a spiritually dark land. 
 
“But we can help, and we can all play our part. Perhaps, some might want to simply give $20, $50, or $100 
or more a month. Churches would do well to put something like this in their budget. As I have seen, the 
more a congregation thinks of missions abroad, the more they are connected to the church in all times and 
places, and the more they see their own mission work which needs to be done in their own communities, 
often in their own homes and families. 
 
“I hope I’ve whetted your appetite to learn more about this wonderful opportunity to invest in eternity, and 
to express solidarity with a church long persecuted. As we in America seem to be heading right down the 
very same path of persecution, the strength of the Russian church may very well help us. That’s the way it is 
in the body of Christ, we have so much to offer each other, as people, as peoples. If you are interested, 
check out the website, siberianlutheranmissions.org.” 

 

 

 

 

> Bishop Vsevolod Lytkin and 
some members of the Parish 
of the Transfiguration in 
Turim. 

v At the 2021 catechetical 
seminars near Novosibirsk. 
The seminars are held each 
year for adults and children.  



Church visits, events highlight Save the Seminary summer activities 
 
As summer turns to fall, the Save the Seminary Campaign team is celebrating the many church visits and 
summer events that have helped the campaign move forward.  
 
May 16 in Grand Rapids and May 23 in Indianapolis were outstanding 
days as 25 Lutheran congregations included mission festivals supporting 
the Lutheran Seminary in 
Novosibirsk in their 
Sunday church worship 
and Bible School 
activities. Seminary 
rector, Rev. Dr. Alexey 
Streltsov, and his wife 
Elena, traveled from 
Russia to attend both 
events and visit churches 
in the region.  
 
At the end of June, 
Rector Strelsov was 
interviewed on 
Issues, Etc., a weekly 
syndicated radio talk 
show and podcast 
hosted by Lutheran 
Church-Missouri 
Synod Pastor Todd 
Wilken on Lutheran 
Public Radio. 
 
In July the Steltsovs participated in events at the 
Lutheran Chapel at the University of Nebraska in 
Lincoln, at Holy Cross in O'Fallon, Missouri, and in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
 
In Lincoln, Professor Strelsov made a special 
presentation on communist persecution of the 
church and the state of the church in Russia 
today. The American Historical Society of 
Germans from Russia co-hosted the Nebraska 
event and featured the seminary rector on the 
Society’s Treffen Tuesday webcast in late June. 
 

  

 

^ The Strelsov’s (seated) with a 
group from Spring Lake, 
Michigan. 

^>  The Barn at Kennedy Farm 
at the Indianapolis event. 

> Rev. Dr. Streltsov visiting 
with a group in Indianapolis. 

v Square dancing at Gar Creek, 
the Fort Wayne event. 



On behalf of the Siberian Lutheran Mission Society and our Lutheran brothers and sisters in Russia, the 
Save the Seminary Campaign team is sincerely thankful to the pastors and congregations who helped 
organize, promote, and host the events, which netted nearly $100,000 for the Save the Seminary 
Campaign. 

 
YOUR GIFT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
 
Just recently, the Save the Seminary Campaign surpassed the $2 million mark in gathering funds to 
underwrite the seminary’s operational expenses, but there is still much to be done. Your gi  will make a 
difference. It does more than support the Novosibirsk Seminary and build up the Lutheran Church in 
Russia. It will touch the lives of people wherever pastors gradua ng from the seminary are called to 
minister and preach the Word. “The Word of the Lord endures forever.” (1 Peter 1:25) Your gi  will make a 
present and eternal difference. 
 
If you have any questions about the campaign or the seminary, please contact Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, 
Director of Seminary Fundraising (260 580-0812) or Gerry Wiley, Chairman of the Save the Seminary 
Campaign fundraising committee (909 419-1327). 
 
YOU CAN MAKE YOUR CONTRIBUTION BY CHECK OR BY USING THE CR CODE AT THE RIGHT. THE CR CODE WILL 

CONNECT YOU TO THE SAVE THE SEMINARY CAMPAIGN ONLINE CONTRIBUTION PAGE.  
 
IF YOU CONTRIBUTE BY CHECK, PLEASE WRITE SAVE THE SEMINARY CAMPAIGN ON YOU CHECK. YOU ALSO CAN 

MAKE YOUR CONTRIBUTION ONLINE AT WWW.SIBERIANLUTHERANMISSIONS.ORG. 
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
  
Save the Seminary Campaign 
The Siberian Lutheran Mission Society  
8811 St. Joe Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46835 
Phone: 260 209-1647 
Email: savetheseminary@gmail.com 
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“And what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses,  
entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” 

 

2 Timothy 2:2 
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